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200 South Carlin Springs Drive 

Arlington, VA 22204 
Phone: 703-228-6800 

Attendance Line: 703-228-6802 
Fax: 703-998-3069 

https://kenmore.apsva.us/ 
 

Mission 
To provide a balanced learning environment of intellectual, social, cultural, and 

physical experiences designed to meet the needs of early adolescents. 
 

Vision 
All students will learn to create, inquire, communicate and connect. 

 

https://careercenter.apsva.us/
https://careercenter.apsva.us/


 

 

 

 

Administrative Staff 

Principal David McBride 703-228-6804 

Assistant Principal Angelique Close 703-228-6805 

Assistant Principal Christine Joy 703-228-6774 

Assistant Principal Octavia Searles 703-228-6811 

Director of Counseling Services Kaitlin Bresnahan 703-228-6806 

School Counselors and Support Staff 

6th Grade Counselor Rosa Gomes Mendes 703-228-6798 

7th Grade Counselor Elliott Johnson 703-228-6796 

8th Grade Counselor Erin Gagen 703-228-6797 

8th Grade Counselor &  
Counselor for English Language Learners 

Israel Salas 
703-228-6814 

Substance Abuse Counselor Jenny Sexton 703-228-2631 

Social Worker Charisse Berree 703-228-6781 

School Psychologist Elizabeth Goodman 703-228-6810 

Interlude Therapist Hiwot Gizachew 703-228-6810 

Equity and Excellence Coordinator Leslie Stockton 703-228-2263 

Special Education Secretary Sue Nuhn 703-228-6813 

 
Bilingual Parent Liaisons 

Nohemi Yerovi 703-228-6788 
To access an interpreter: 

1. Dial 1-866-874-3972 
2. Provide Client ID: 522381 
3. Indicate language 
4. Provide 3 Digit School Number: 203 

Alam Lainez 703-228-6788 

 Frequently Called Numbers 

Administrative Assistant (Attendance)  Xenia Quintanilla 703-228-6802 

Administrative Assistant (Payroll) Ruby Rivera 703-228-6812 

Administrative Assistant (Sub Coordinator) Yesly Gonzalez 703-228-6801 

Treasurer Gabby Fernandez 703-228-6817 

Registrar Emily Harvey 703-228-6799 



 

 

 

 

Clinic 
Gloria Neuenschwander 
Holly Vernau 

703-228-6803 
703-228-6795 

School Resource Officer Officer Pagan 703-228-6792 

Arlington School Board 
References throughout this document to School Board Policies (SBP) can be found 
on the School Board Policy site https://www.apsva.us/school-board-policies/ 
  
The Kenmore Middle School  Student Handbook is aligned with the Arlington Public 
Schools Handbook and School Board Policies. 
 

Kenmore’s History 
Kenmore Middle School has an exciting history which now includes someone 
special—YOU!  That’s right; your involvement in the life of the school matters and 
your work this year will go down in history.  Let’s make it the most fabulous year 
ever at Kenmore Middle School! Kenmore first opened in 1950 as an elementary 
school. Kenmore was named in honor of the home of Betty Lewis, George 
Washington’s sister.  The original Kenmore home is located in Fredericksburg, 
Virginia.  In 1956, it became a junior high school for grades 7th through 9th.  In 1977, 
Kenmore became an intermediate school for just the 7th and 8th grades.   In 1990, the 
school system implemented the middle school program and Kenmore became a 
middle school for students from 6th to 8th grade.  When Kenmore Middle School 
became heavily crowded in the late 1990s, planning for a new building began.  This 
planning centered on bringing a state-of-the-art facility to the Kenmore community. 
Construction began in the summer of 2004, and the new building was opened in 
2005.  
 
The arts and communications technology focus began in 1994 and was designed to 
create an outstanding instructional program.  Art is a universal form of 
communication and is integrated throughout the learning experience at Kenmore 
through dance, movement, drama, visual arts and music.  Since the creation of the 
school’s focus, the use of technology has transformed and all schools in APS have 
embraced the value of technology to enhance instruction.  
 
Kenmore Middle School provides, rich diversity, acceptance of differences, many 
languages, service projects, field trips, arts integration.  While you are at Kenmore 
you will take part in some form of visual and performing arts.   

https://www.apsva.us/school-board-policies/
https://www.apsva.us/school-board-policies/
https://www.apsva.us/school-board-policies/


 

 

 

 

 
In 2011, our school was honored to host a visit by the President of the 
United States. Former President Obama spoke with the entire 
student body and met with a small group of students and teachers 
regarding arts and technology education, and then he delivered a 
policy speech on education. 
 
Our school colors are green and gold and our mascot is a Cougar. 
We hope this year is a rewarding, exciting, challenging, and inspiring experience. 
Kenmore’s Faculty & Staff wishes you all the very best for the upcoming school year! 
 

School Calendar 
Please visit https://www.apsva.us/wp-
content/uploads/2019/07/2019calendar_online.pdf to view the school calendar.   
 
 

Attendance 
Absences 
Regular attendance to school is directly related to academic achievement. It is 
important to attend school daily. Unexcused absences and/or tardiness can result in 
a failing grade and consequences mandated by State Code. The attendance office 
determines if an absence is excused or unexcused according to School Board policy 
J-5.1.30 PIP-1. 
Parents should call the Kenmore Attendance Line (703-228-6802) to notify the 
school of student absences.  
 
If your child has been absent for any reason, you must notify the school within two 
days of the students’ return in writing. The notification is subject to monitoring and 
verification. If a note is not received within two days, absences will be marked and 
remain as unexcused. 

Excused Absences will be considered for: 
 

•      Illness, quarantine of student, doctor, or dentist appointment 
•      Death in the family 
•      Observance of a religious holiday 
•      Summons to a court of law 
•      Violent storms or state emergencies 
•      Suspensions 
•      Severe family emergencies 

 

Extended Absences 

https://www.apsva.us/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/2019calendar_online.pdf
https://www.apsva.us/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/2019calendar_online.pdf


 

 

 

 

All absences greater than five days require approval at least 10 days prior to the 
absence. Frequent absences or recurring absences may require documentation and 
approval by the Principal. 

 
Unverified Absences 
If a student has five unexcused absences, the Attendance Specialist will arrange a 
conference with the student and parent/guardian to develop a plan to resolve the 
unexcused absences. 
If an additional unexcused absence occurs, a meeting will take place with school 
staff, county officials, and the family. 
 
If yet another unexcused absence occurs, a petition will be filed, and a hearing held 
in the court with the parent and student. 
 
Students missing 15 school days will be withdrawn from school and will need to re-
enroll with the school registrar. 

Late to School 
Students arriving to school after 7:50 AM must sign-in with the Attendance Clerk in 
the main office.  

Tardy Policy 
Students are expected to come to school on time and be on time to all classes. 
When students have three unexcused tardies in a class the teacher will provide a 
warning and call home to notify the parent/guardian. After the fourth unexcused 
tardy, teachers will complete a discipline referral and call home to notify the 
parent/guardian. Consequences will repeat and escalate for every three additional 
tardies. 

Leaving School Early 
All parents/guardians are expected to sign out their child out of the main office 
prior.  A parent/guardian must have an I.D., which corresponds to the information in 
Synergy (emergency contact information).     
 
If the student returns that day, he/she should report to the main office before 
returning to class. 
 
Make-Up Work 
When a student is absent they are expected to have previously assigned work 
(homework, papers, projects, etc.) ready to submit the day of their return. If there 
was an assessment or presentation due on the day missed, they will need to arrange 
the make-up time with the teacher but should be prepared to take the assessment 
or present at the start of the next class they attend. Work assigned on the day 
missed will be communicated to the student by the teacher and a due date will be 



 

 

 

 

established. Based on SB policy, J-5.1.30 PIP-1-Attendance, credit for make-up work 
is only given when the absence is excused. 
 
After School Help 
After school, all students must be in the After School Support Center (ASSC), with a 
specific teacher, in the library or participating in an organized activity.   
 
By 2:30 p.m., all students need to be in a designated location, under the supervision 
of an adult.  For safety, no student is permitted to be in the building without adult 
supervision.  Students should   also notify parents/guardians if they are staying after 
school. Parents, teachers are happy to write a note to verify your child’s attendance 
with them after school, if needed.     
 
Late buses are provided for students who participate in after-school activities. Late 
buses depart at approximately 4:30 P.M. from the cafeteria side of the building.  The 
late bus does not drop off at every morning stop.  Generally, the late bus stops are 
located at the nearest neighborhood elementary school.  You may only take the bus 
if you are staying for a school activity.  Once you leave campus, you may not return 
to ride the late bus home!   
 

Student Rights and Responsibilities 

Cougar Pride 
Kenmore’s Cougar Pride Statement 

We Are: 
Respectful 

Responsible 
Safe 

 
The following Kenmore Student Expectations demonstrate “Cougar Pride”.  We Are… 

 
Respectful 

● Everyone is treated with respect and consideration.  
● Students are expected to cooperate and follow the directions of staff.  

 
Responsible 

● Arrive to school and classes on time.  
● Participate in class activities and turn in work on time. 
● Complete class and homework on time.  Ask your teacher for help with 

missing assignments.   
● Be prepared for class by bringing books, notebooks, paper, pens, your 

charged iPad etc. to class each day; bring gym clothes to PE class. 



 

 

 

 

● Avoid bringing large sums of money, expensive equipment, cameras, 
expensive phones, or other valuables to school.  

● Food and drink must be consumed in the cafeteria or in the classroom with 
the permission of the teacher.  Eating and drinking is not permitted in the 
hallway, auditorium, or gym. 

● Take care of the building and materials.  
 
Safe 

● Treat others the way that you want to be treated.   
● Conduct that endangers or harms others, including verbal or physical abuse, 

name-calling, inappropriate touching and/or comments to others will result in 
disciplinary action.  

● Follow APS Disciplinary Guidelines.   
 
The Kenmore staff is committed to maintaining a safe and orderly learning 
environment.  If you see or hear of a potentially dangerous situation around the 
school report it immediately to an adult.  Confidentiality will be strictly maintained. 
 
The goal of the Kenmore administration and its teaching staff is to ensure a high 
quality, rigorous education in a safe, supportive environment, whereby all students 
can achieve and succeed. Students are expected to conduct themselves in a manner 
that is respectful towards themselves, peers, and staff at all times. 
 
Grading and Homework 
Teachers will provide specific information regarding grading and homework, as it 
pertains to their class.  For information regarding APS policies and guidelines, please 
refer to the links below: 
Policy Implementation Procedure I-11.2 PIP-1 and Policy Implementation Procedure I-
7.2.3.34 PIP-2 

Computer and Network Use 

All students are issued an iPad for instructional use and have access to the APS and 
Kenmore networks to access instructional materials only. Students agree to follow 
APS Acceptable Use Policy  and Internet Safety Policy  and use the network 
appropriately.  Students who are found to use their device or access the network 
inappropriately will lose access to the device and/or network for a period of time 
based on the infraction.  Students are expected to take care of their devices and 
protect them from damage.  Cost of repairs and the full AUP can be found through 
the APS Digital Device Website https://www.apsva.us/digital-learning/damage-to-
devices/. 
 
APS is not responsible for student use of technology resources outside of school. 
 

https://go.boarddocs.com/vsba/arlington/Board.nsf/files/AZQJYA4D477F/$file/J-7.4%20PIP-1%20Discipline.pdf
https://go.boarddocs.com/vsba/arlington/Board.nsf/files/AZ54P70C7806/$file/I-11.2%20PIP-1%20Homework.pdf
https://go.boarddocs.com/vsba/arlington/Board.nsf/files/AZ6PXV66CE31/$file/I-7.2.3.34%20PIP-2%20Communication%20-%20Grade%20Reporting%20to%20Parents%20(Grades%206-12).pdf
https://go.boarddocs.com/vsba/arlington/Board.nsf/files/AZ6PXV66CE31/$file/I-7.2.3.34%20PIP-2%20Communication%20-%20Grade%20Reporting%20to%20Parents%20(Grades%206-12).pdf
https://go.boarddocs.com/vsba/arlington/Board.nsf/files/AZ6Q5M67A5C3/$file/I-9.2.5.1%20PIP-1%20Acceptable%20Use%20of%20Networked%20Information%20Resources.pdf
https://go.boarddocs.com/vsba/arlington/Board.nsf/files/AZ55570E8578/$file/M-8%20PIP-1%20Acceptable%20Use%20of%20Electronic%20Networked%20Resources%20and%20Internet%20Safety.pdf
https://www.apsva.us/digital-learning/damage-to-devices/
https://www.apsva.us/digital-learning/damage-to-devices/


 

 

 

 

Students will be disciplined for any technology use that negatively affects the 
Arlington Public Schools or that negatively affects the ability or fitness of any staff 
person to effectively serve the schools.  
 
Expectations for iPad Use 
Each device is the property of APS and is intended for use only by the student to 
whom it is assigned.              

 
Students are expected to: 

● arrive at school each day with a fully charged iPad. 
● keep the iPad in your possession or safely stored at all times 
● keep the device protected by using the Gumdrop protective case including 

the clear screen cover 
● avoid scratching or marking the screen. 
● avoid inserting foreign objects into the device, the case, or screen.  
● report any problems with their iPad to their EXCEL teacher as soon as 

possible.  
 

Expectations for Cell Phone Use 
Students are expected to: 

● silence or shut off cell phones when entering the building. 
● store cell phones in locker-they should not be visible during the 

instructional day. 
● use cell phones once you have exited the building. 
 

If needed, students can use a classroom phone, with permission of an adult staff 
member.              

 
Cell phones used without permission or inappropriately will be confiscated by an 
administrator and available for parent pick-up. The student may also be subject to 
disciplinary action. 

 
Parents, thank you for your understanding and cooperation in regards to the 
student cell phone use expectation as we work together to maintain a strong 
instructional focus during the day.   

 
Clothing Expectations 
Students are expected to wear: 

● clothing that supports the learning environment. 
● shirts and tops must fully cover the midriff and back.  
● pants must be secured so undergarments are not visible. 
● shoes at all times on school property and on the school bus.  

Other things to note: 



 

 

 

 

● hats, hoodies, caps, bandanas are not allowed unless for medical or 
religious reasons. 

● sunglasses are prohibited inside the building, except for medical reasons. 
● any articles of clothing or accessories, which display alcohol, drugs, 

violence, weapons, gangs, inappropriate comments or obscenities, are 
prohibited and are subject to disciplinary action. 

 
Personal appearance is your responsibility. Any clothing, or footwear, causing safety 
issues is prohibited.  Students’ attire not meeting the clothing expectations may be 
asked to change or a parent/guardian may be contacted.  
 
Counseling Office Expectations 
 
Counselors are here to help students with problems and academic planning. 
 
To visit a counselor, students are expected to: 
 

1. request permission from the classroom teacher. 
2. obtain a written and signed pass from the teacher. 
3. report directly to the counseling office. 
4. return to class with a signed pass from the counselor. 

 
Library Media Center Expectations 
Students are expected to: 

● check out books for personal pleasure and school-related assignments or 
projects.   

● return books on time. 
● get a pass signed by a teacher 

 
Unauthorized Areas 
Unauthorized areas include: faculty lounges, office desks, tower stairwells during 
school, or in any area not defined as designated without permission and without 
staff supervision will be subject to disciplinary action.   
 
Financial Expectations 
Students are responsible for the care and condition of all school property and 
materials: lockers, books, iPads and computers.  You are expected to meet financial 
obligations for damaged or lost property and/or school materials. 

 
Locker Expectations 
Lockers are the property of Kenmore Middle School and is subject for inspection by 
administrative personnel at any time.  Students are responsible for all items in the 
locker.  Keep your combination confidential!  Also, keep cellphones and personal 
property locked in your locker during the school day. 



 

 

 

 

 
Cafeteria and Food Services 

We provide breakfast (7:20-7:50 a.m. ) and lunch to students. If approved for free 
and reduced pricing, breakfast and lunch are free of charge. 

Cafeteria Behavior 
Students are expected to follow appropriate behavior during lunch: 

● Food and lunch beverages are to be consumed only in the cafeteria, or if you 
have a pass from a teacher, in the designated teacher’s classroom. 

● There will be no cutting or holding places in the lunch line. 
● Students will remove their trash and recycling from the table and dispose of 

items into appropriate receptacles. 
 
Ordering of Food 
Given the schools responsibility to federal regulations, students are not permitted to 
order food from local restaurants for delivery to school, including UberEats, 
GrubHub, etc. Should this occur, food items will be held in the main office until the 
end of the day and then returned to the student. 

  
Health Services 

The school health program at Kenmore is administered by a Public Health Nurse 
and Clinic Aide who may be reached at 703-228-6803. Any student reporting to the 
clinic must have a pass from a teacher, counselor, or an administrator unless an 
emergency exists. 
 
Illness and Injury 
First Aid is rendered to ill or injured students by the Clinic Aide and/or the Public 
Health Nurse. Should conditions necessitate, students may be transported by 
ambulance to the Virginia Hospital Center.  Students who are ill will not be permitted 
to go home without the permission of a parent, legal guardian or persons listed on 
the emergency card.  Except in cases of emergency, students should report to the 
clinic where a medical assessment will be made by the school clinic staff and a 
parent notified.  Students should not call parents to be picked up when they are ill. 

Medication 
All medications, including aspirin, must be stored in the clinic and taken under the 
supervision of the clinic aide.  The nurse will not give you any medication unless your 
parent notifies the clinic, fills out the proper forms, and follows the proper procedure.   
 
With the exception of an emergency asthma inhaler or Epi-Pen, (or other 
emergency supplies by approval of clinic), you should not carry your medicine with 
you nor keep it in your locker. 

 
Transportation 



 

 

 

 

By School Board Policy, students living one and one-half miles or more from the 
school may ride a school bus. There are late buses Monday-Friday, which leave the 
Kenmore between 4:20-4:30 PM.  Violation of School Board Transportation policies 
may/will result in suspension of transportation privileges.  Students are expected to 
be respectful of the driver and the vehicle and follow all rules stipulated by the 
driver.  Failure to follow rules or behave appropriately may result in disciplinary 
consequences and revocation of bus privileges temporarily or permanently.  Bus 
routes are determined by Transportation Services and route letters are mailed home 
by Transportation Services. If you have transportation questions, call the 
Transportation Call Center at 703-228-8670 or 703-228-6640. 
   

Visitors 
All visitors must: 

● check in at the Main Office 
● receive permission to be in the building.   
● wear a visitor’s badge while in the building.  

 
Parents and guardians are asked to make an appointment to speak with a staff 
member.  Observations are allowed at any time, but must be scheduled in advance.  
 

Activities    
Sports 
Sports by Season: 

● Fall (September - November) -  Ultimate Frisbee, Soccer, Tennis 
● Winter (November - February) - Basketball,  Cheerleading, Swim & Dive, 

Wrestling 
● Spring (February - May) - Track 

 
All students must have a current completed physical examination form on file in the 
clinic in order to try out for an interscholastic sport.  
 
Clubs are based on student interest and staff sponsorship and vary from year to 
year.  Students who wish to form a club will need to find a staff sponsor and 
together will complete the application form.  

 
Clubs and Sponsors 
 

Best Buddies Ms. Bowen 

Bowen McCauley Dance Ms. Dyer and Ms. Pradas 

Film Club Ms.  Dyer 



 

 

 

 

Gay-Straight Alliance Ms.  Scherting 

Girl Power Club Ms. Taylor 

Girls on the Run  Ms.  Keish 

National Junior Honor Society TBA 

Phoenix Bikes  Ms.  Monma 

Real Madrid Soccer Mr. Salas 

Student Council Association Ms.  Hesla 

Technology Club Mr. Cupples 

Teen Advisory Board (TAB) TBA 

Teen Club          Parks and Recreation 

Yearbook TBA 

  



 

 

 

 

Kenmore Student Expectations 

 Hallways Cafeteria Bathroom Auditorium 

We are  
RESPECTFUL 

We follow all adult 
directions. 
 
 We use polite 
school language. 
 

We follow all 
adult directions. 
 
We use polite 
school language. 
 

We clean up 
after use. 
 
We flush the 
toilet and wash 
our hands.  
 
We are private 
and allow  
others privacy. 

We follow all 
adult directions.  
 
We use polite 
school language. 
 
We are attentive 
and applaud 
after each 
performance. 

We are  
RESPONSIBLE 

We are on time to 
class. 
 
We have materials 
for class. 
 
We have a pass. 

We clean up our 
area. 
 
We use an inside 
voice. 
 
We have a pass 
to leave. 

We keep the 
bathroom clean. 
 
We return to 
class promptly.  
 

We turn off 
technology 
during 
performances. 

We use an inside 
voice when 
entering and 
exiting. 

We are  
SAFE 

We walk on the 
right side of the 
hall. 
 
We keep hands, 
feet and objects to 
ourselves.  
 
We keep eyes up, 
earbuds out, and 
screen down. 

We remain 
seated in 
designated area. 
 
We keep hands, 
feet and food to 
ourselves. 
 

We keep floors 
and walls dry 
and clean. 
 
We report 
problems to an 
adult. 
 
 

We remain 
seated quietly 
during 
performance. 
 
We remain with 
assigned teacher. 

 


