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Principally Speaking
David McBride, Principal

Continued on page 8

Online Auction Raises $7,400
Nancy Birnbaum, PTA President

Girl Power Celebrating Women's History Month with Jackie Bensen - 
for full story see page 5

Cougar Boys Roar at Rise Up Color of Leader-
ship Boys' Conference
Leslie H. Stockton, Minority Achievement/ Testing Coordinator

On Saturday, March 11th, Kenmore was the place to be in Arling-
ton — if you were a young man. The Office of Minority Achieve-
ment (OMA) hosted over 200 boys at our 3rd annual conference 
focusing on leadership, manhood, and positive male mentoring.

Many APS staff including our own Mr. McBride, Mr. Baugh, 
Mr. Vital, Mr. Goodman, Mr. Zambrano, and Mr. Price served 
as mentors and role models for the boys who enjoyed keynote 
speaker Jeffrey Epps, martial arts/self-defense lessons, workshops 
such as public speaking, politics and advocacy in your com-

At Kenmore, We March On
This past month we have enjoyed 

a mild climate and a resurgence of 
activity at Kenmore. We seemed to 
skip over some of the dreary mid-
winter blues. But who has time to 
feel blue at Kenmore when we are 
too busy being green and gold?!

The week of March 13th is a major fundraising 
drive at Kenmore for the Leukemia Lymphoma Soci-
ety. On Friday, March 10th, students viewed a video 
about an Arlington student who lost a valiant battle 
with leukemia. Please consider donating to the fund 
by following this link.

Thanks for your support!
Just recently, on Saturday, March 11th, Kenmore 

played host to over 300 middle school young men 
for the annual Arlington Public Schools Color of 
Leadership Boys’ Conference. The event is led by 
the Office of Minority Achievement and is open to 
any boy in the middle grades. This year’s theme was 
Boys Rising Up! 

The event was kicked off by School Board Mem-
ber Mr. James Lander who brought a message of 
empowerment and inclusiveness to the audience. 
Mr. Lander took time to acknowledge the different 
Continued on page 24

Happy Spring!
Our online auction was a huge success. 

We raised about $7,400 for Kenmore! If 
you haven’t paid for your items yet, you 
can pay online at or by check made out to 

Kenmore PTA. Enjoy your winnings!
Looking forward to the 2017-18 school year, we are 

seeking persons to serve as PTA president, vice president, 
and secretary. The position descriptions are as follows:

President: The president presides at all meetings of the 
association, and performs such other duties as may be pre-
scribed in the by-laws or assigned by the association. The 
president serves as a member ex officio of all committees 
except the nominating committee and coordinates the work 
Continued on page 4

http://events.lls.org/pages/nca/Kenmore-Middle-School-2017
https://www.32auctions.com/kenmoreauction2017
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Box Tops for Education
Helen Parkhurst, Math Teacher

Just as a reminder: we are participating 
in Box Tops for Education. The money 
collected from this worthwhile program 
is being put into a fund to be used as 
scholarship money for students who are 
in need of financial support throughout 
the year. If you are unfamiliar with the 
program, the process is very simple. If 
you purchase an item that has the “Box 
Tops For Education” logo on it, simply 
clip along the dotted edge of the logo and 

return these box tops to school. Each “Box Top For Education” is worth ten 
cents. 

There are over one hundred participating products. These products include 
General Mills cereals; Betty Crocker; Pillsbury; Ziploc; Kleenex; Pop 
Secret; Old El Paso to name a few. Please visit the website at www.boxtops-
4education.com for a complete list of qualifying products. Thanks so much 
for saving the box tops and participating in such a worthwhile project. 

A total of 1,200 box tops were submitted last month which earned the 
school $120.00. 

I would like to thank Ms. Bowen and her Life Skills students who do such 
a great job of clipping and bundling the box tops. Keep up the great work 
and keep saving those box tops for education!

2017-2018 School Supplies
Cinnamon Melchor, PTA School Supplies

Keep an eye on backpack mail and the Kenmore announce-
ments for ordering information for next year's school supplies. 
Save yourself driving around time this summer!

If you have any questions about school supplies or want to 
help, email kenmore.store@gmail.com.

http://david.mcbride@apsva.us
http://angie.close@apsva.us
http://christine.joy@apsva.us
http://louis.villafane@apsva.us
http://kenmoreptapresident@gmail.com 
http://stewbrew5@gmail.com 
http://csherman22@verizon.net 
http://timothymwatson@gmail.com  
http://timothymwatson@gmail.com  
http://ed.bracken@apsva.us
http://www.boxtops4education.com
http://www.boxtops4education.com
mailto:kenmore.store%40gmail.com?subject=
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Athletes and Best Buddies Run "R" Word Campaign
Ed Bracken, Legends Team, PTA Teacher Liaison 

The Kenmore Special Olympics Athletes and Best Buddies Club ran an “R Word” 
campaign recently. Many Kenmore students took a pledge to end the use of the “R Word” 
by signing a banner and showing their support around the school. After a successful uni-
fied Special Olympics basketball season, this was just one more example of the inclusive 
environment Kenmore Cougars provide for each other.
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Focus News
Shauna Dyer, Kenmore Focus Coordinator

Congratulations to the Kenmore Band 
and Orchestra students who participated 
in the District XII VBODA Assessments 
on March 4th. The Symphonic Band 
performed at Marshall high school before 
a panel of judges and received comments 
they will use to improve their playing. 
A special thank you to Mr. Fisher who 

directed the band in Mr. Lassell’s absence. The entire orchestra 
program traveled to Herndon High School on March 4th for their 
assessment. The 6th Graders received comments from the judges 
and the Philharmonic Orchestra received a Superior rating. 

A special welcome to Mr. Kamenski 
who is the jazz band teacher this year. 
Mr. Kamenski is an Arlington Public 
Schools band teacher who also teaches 
at Jamestown and Taylor Elementary 
schools The jazz band has been work-
ing hard in preparation for the W-L Jazz 

Band pyramid concert that will take place on March 30th at 6:30 
p.m. at W-L. If you like jazz, this is a great concert to attend.

Since early January, about 15 stu-
dents have been participating in the 
Bowen McCauley dance residency 
that has been meeting every Wednes-
day after school. Students will be per-
forming a dance they choreographed 

to the song “Imagination” by John Lennon. Performances will 
take place at Kenmore on Friday, March 24th at 1:00 p.m. and 
again on Saturday as part of the Bowen McCauley Dance Move 
Me festival. The Move Me festival will take place at Kenmore 
on March 5th from 1-4 p.m., is free and open to the community. 
In addition to Bowen McCauley Dance there will be many other 
groups performing as part of the festival. Everyone is encouraged 
to attend.

The dance and theater students are 
looking forward to their trip to New 
York City which will take place on 
March 30th. They will be seeing the 
Phantom of the Opera and Charlie and 
the Chocolate Factory while in New 
York City.

To close out the month, the choir will be participating in the 
middle school choir assessment being held at Gunston Middle 
School on March 31st. Good luck chorus students! 

In April we look forward to the annual 
Art and Jazz benefit on April 21st at 7:00 
p.m. and the ShowTime production of 
Once on this Island which will take place 
on April 27th and 28th at 7:00 p.m. 

We also look forward to welcoming 5th Graders for their orien-
tation on April 19th and 20th.

Image from Talent Show

PTA Auction - Continued
Continued from page 1

of the officers and committees of the association. The president 
attends meetings or assigns designee as Arlington School Board 
liaison to Kenmore. The president communicates to the school 
community via email to the list serve and articles for the newslet-
ter. The president responds to parents and staff concerns, resolves 
issues and attends school functions. 

Vice president: The vice president acts as aide to the president, 
perform the duties of the president in the absence or inability of 
that officer to act, and fill in a critical committee chair position, if 
necessary. 

Secretary: The secretary records and maintains the minutes of 
all meetings of the association, maintains a current copy of the 
by-laws, and performs other delegated duties as assigned. 

Please contact kenmoreptapresident@gmail.com if you are 
interested.

Don’t forget to bookmark the following Amazon link to sup-
port Kenmore: – using this link provides Kenmore with 4 to 7% 
of your purchase at no cost to you. The PTA has already earned 
about $600 from Amazon, and this only includes items shipped 
so far.

Coming up on April 4th (1st Tuesday) at 7 p.m., we will have 
our next PTA meeting. The last meeting of the year will be on 
May 9th (election of new officers). We generally meet in the 
Kenmore library.

mailto:kenmoreptapresident%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:https://www.amazon.com/%3F_encoding%3DUTF8%26tag%3Dkenmorepta-20?subject=
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Girl Power Celebrates Women's History Month with Jackie Bensen
Holly Ousley, Kenmore Librarian

On Thursday, March 9th members of Kenmore’s mentoring group, Girl Power, had a lunch chat in the library with local NBC 
reporter, Jackie Bensen. She shared her story, talked about her struggles, and inspired our girls! She also did an interview with the 
Kenmore news team!
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Kenmore PTA Grants
Sylvie Mortimer, PTA Grants Chair

The Kenmore Grants Committee met for the second round of grants. The projects below were awarded. We 
have provided a quick list followed by a more detail description. 

Teacher/s Project Amount
Faison Hershey  $2,500.00 
Egbert VJCL Latin Activities Funding  $300.00 
Huner Worshop with Teaching Artists for 7th grade  $800.00 
Freeman Preempting the School to Prison Pipeline/Monster  $128.00 
Freeman Stuck in Neutral & Cruise Control  $432.00 
McNair Diverse Novels on the Immigrant Experience  $490.00 
Dyer NMAAHC  $800.00 
McNair Independent Reading  $300.00 
Taylor Read to Succeed Book Challenge Pins - 6th gr ELA  $300.00 
Pradas Fairytale Recital  $750.00 
Benjamin & Baugh Yearbook  $600.00 
Lindquist Special Olympics  $600.00 

 $8,000.00 
VJCL Latin activities: To help fund extracurricular Latin events and activities such 

as the Virginia Junior Classical League convention and certamen, allowing a greater 
number of students to participate by reducing student costs.

Amount: $300
Teacher: Elizabeth Egbert
Hershey Park Music Trip: Each spring the students in Kenmore’s Music program 

(Orchestra, Band and Chorus) attend a Music Festival where they perform for judges 
and compete against musical groups from other area schools. Our goal is for music 
students in grades 6, 7, 8 to have the opportunity to participate in this event regard-
less of personal economic hardship. These funds help cover the trip costs, particularly 
transportation.

Amount: $2500
Teacher: Rai Faison 
Book Project: “Preempting the School to Prison Pipeline via Monster by Walter Dean 

Myers” and “Stuck in Neutral & Cruise Control: Compassion, Biomedical Ethics, and 
the Politics and Prose of Profound Disabilities” 

Monster (2000) is an experimental novel written by one of the most highly acclaimed 
Young Adult authors, Walter Dean Myers. Although the book was written at the turn 
of the millennium, its relevancy bears inestimable value as the United States examines 
issues of race, class, and gender with renewed vigor. 

Stuck in Neutral, a short novel by Terry Trueman (2000) is a work of realistic fiction 
based upon this Seattle-based author’s profoundly disabled son who is inflicted with cerebral palsy at birth. In the world of Young 
Adult literature, this book cuts new terrain: the narrative’s protagonist, who neither walks nor speaks, is given a voice via 1st-person 
inner monologue. 

Amounts: $432 copies of the book Stuck in Neutral and $128 for copies of Monster
Teacher: Judith Freeman 
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Independent Reading Books: Funds for students to purchase their own books throughout the year through 
Scholastic’s Book Club that offers discounted prices on popular young adult books. Kenmore’s library offers a 
variety of books that interest students, as do the classroom libraries in each English and Reading classroom. 

Amount: $300
Teacher: Lillian McNair

Kenmore Special Olympics Team: To use sports to develop school communities in which Kenmore general 
education students are agents of change- fostering respect, dignity, and advocacy for students with disabilities. 
These funds will assist in transportation costs for students to participate in Special Olympics activities. 

Amount: $600
Teacher: Margaret Lindquist

Workshop with Teaching Artists for all seventh grade students: The Coffee House is a long-standing Kenmore tradition. This year 
the staff brought two teaching artists from Split This Rock to Kenmore Middle School for a day of workshops in preparation for our 
annual Coffee House celebration. This year students performed poetry by Langston Hughes. 

Amount: $800
Teacher: Meg Hunter

Diverse novels on the Immigrant Experience: One priority within the Language Arts de-
partment in Kenmore can best be articulated through Ohio State University professor Rudine 
Bishop’s well-known argument for diverse texts in schools: When children cannot find them-
selves reflected in the books they read, or when the images they see are distorted, negative, or 
laughable, they learn a powerful lesson about how they are devalued in the society of which 
they are a part. These funds allow Kenmore to purchase books in which immigrant popula-
tions are well represented among the characters.

Amount: $490
Teacher: Lillian McNair

Fairytale Recital: An original dance production written, produced, managed, and choreographed mostly 
by students. The funding will largely go to costume and set materials, which will also be designed and set 
mostly by students. The production is about a middle school girl who perceives everyone has fairytale char-
acters in order to understand social situations. 

Amount: $750
Teacher: Ms. Nicole Pradas 

National Museum of African American History and Culture: To provide 6th and 7th grade students 
the opportunity to visit the new National Museum of African American History and Culture. In our ef-
forts to provide a rich, educational experience that focuses on many different cultural and historical per-
spectives, a visit to the NMAAHC Museum is an excellent opportunity for students to learn more about 
the impact African Americans have had on the history and culture of the United States. For some of our 
students the visit will provide the opportunity to self-identify with various people and events in history. 
As part of their visit, students will be asked to identify one artifact, image or place in the museum that 
they find provocative or inspiring. Following the visit, students will be asked to do a written reflection 
on the artifact, image or place they found in the museum. 

Amount: $800
Teacher: Shauna Dyer 
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Read to Succeed Book Challenge Pins for 6th Grade ELA Students: To encourage students to read a 
wider variety of and a greater volume of books. The 6th grade ELA department would like to reward 
students for becoming better readers and reading a wider variety of independent books. Teachers reward 
students for the amount of books they’ve read by giving them a book pin. Students will be able to proudly 
display their book pins on their lanyards and are recognized for their reading accomplishments, which 
encourages many students to read more.

Amount: $300
Teacher Teresa Taylor

Yearbooks: This funding will help the yearbook staff cover production costs at the end of the year.
Amount: $600
Teachers: Ms. Benjamin and Mr. Baugh 

Donate Your Used Sports Equipment!
ReUse and Replay

Clean out your garage and clear the yard of used sporting equip-
ment so kids who are less fortunate are able to enjoy it! 

Reuse and Replay, a group of Arlington students, collects and 
donates used sporting equipment and will be at the Arlington 
Spring Invitational Soccer Tournament (ASIST) on March 4th, 
5th, 11th, and 12th at the Gunston, Long Bridge, and Williamsburg 
locations.

Collected soccer equipment will be sent to Africa and other 
sports equipment will be given to Washington metropolitan 
schools and organizations. 

For more information, or to arrange for donation on another day, 
call (703) 732-6244 or email reuseandreplay@gmail.com or learn 
more about the organization at our website.

Continued from page 1
Cougar Boys Roar - Continued

munity, STEM, as well as media use and empowerment 
techniques. And all the attendees left inspired and loaded 
with some great goodies including some pretty snazzy 
ties! 

I would personally like to thank the Kenmore family and 
community for its gracious use of the facility as well as 
the countless hands who supported our efforts to recruit 
boys, prepare the spaces, and lead the boys through this 
day. Cougar PRIDE was on full display!

mailto:reuseandreplay%40gmail.com?subject=
http://reuseandreplay.wixsite.com/reuseandreplay
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Kenmore Middle School Staff  
vs.  

Ashlawn Elementary Staff 
Huge Showdown of Indoor BUBBLE Soccer!  

 
When: Friday, March 24th  
Time: Doors open at 6:30 game starts at 7:00  
Location: Kenmore Middle School Gym 
Cost: $5.00 Suggested Donation to Enter  
 

Beverages, Pizza, Subs, Baked Goods and other snacks for sale!  
Half time show!  

 
Come and support Kenmore and Ashlawn PTA’s and have a fun family night out!  

Plan to eat Dinner!  
 

Volunteers Needed: email Katie Boone for Kenmore kt_boone@verizon.net and  
for Rebecca Guy for  rebuy13@gmail.com   

 
Or  

 
Sign up on Sign Up Genius  

Volunteers needed on the day and for food donations if you cannot make the game  
 

www.SignUpGenius.com/go/9040E4EA5A92A1-kenmoreashlawn  
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 ARLINGTONSTUDENTFILMFEST@GMAIL.COM      TWITTER.COM/FILMFESTAPS     FACEBOOK.COM/ARLINGTONSTUDENTFILMFEST 

HOSTED BY  
H-B WOODLAWN  

FILM DEPARTMENT 

SHORT FILMS BY ARLINGTON STUDENTS 
COMEDY ~ DRAMA ~ DOCUMENTARY  

MUSIC VIDEO ~  PSA ~ ACADEMIC  
EXPERIMENTAL ~ ANIMATION ~ AND MORE!

MADE POSSIBLE BY GRANTS FROM 
WASHINGTON FORREST FOUNDATION, 

ARLINGTON COMMUNITY FOUNDATION, 
H-B WOODLAWN TOWN MEETING & PAC;  

APS ARTS EDUCATION

CALL FOR ENTRIES 

Entry Deadline 
APRIL  3, 2017 

Finalists Announced: 
MAY 8, 2017 

FEST-EVE  
4-hour Þlmmaking invitational 

JUNE 9, 2017 4-8pm 

FESTIVAL  
screening & awards 

JUNE 10, 2016 9am-4pm 

ARLINGTON  
STUDENT  
FILMFEST 17

ENTER YOUR FILM TODAY AT  
tinyurl.com/ASFF17-entry 

FOR OPPORTUNITIES, TUTORIALS & TIPS, CHECK OUT OUR RESOURCE PAGE AT  
tinyurl.com/ASFF-resources 

No fee.  Free and open to all APS students.   
Enter as many Þlms as you like.  All entries will receive feedback. 

Questions: arlingtonstudentÞlmfest@gmail.com 

Deadline to enter your Þlm: APRIL 3, 2017  
tinyurl.com/asff17-entry 

Share your work! Connect with peers! 
Win awards! 

ARLINGTON  
STUDENT  
FILMFEST 17’
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Kenmore Spirit Week 
 

Week of April 3 – 7, 2017 

April 3 Monday: Motivation Monday (Favorite Team Day) 

 

 

 

April 4 Tuesday: Twin 
Day Tuesday  

 

 

 

April 5 Wednesday: Wacky 
Wednesday (Wacky Tacky Day) 

 

April 6 Thursday: 
Throwback Thursday (Decade Day) 

 

 

April 7 Friday: Cougar Pride 
Day/Multicultural 

 

 

 

It’s Monday! Who inspires you?! 

 Don’t forget to be AWESOME and wear your 

 favorite team shirt/jersey! 

FRIENDS!  

Keep Calm and find a Twin for 
Tuesday! 

 

 

It’s a good day to have a good day! 

Wacky Wednesday, crazy hair, crazy socks 
dress a bit wacky tacky 

 

#TBT  

Decades REWIND!  

Choose a Decade and Dress Up! 

Be Proud to be a Kenmore Cougar!  

Wear green/gold 

Or Represent your country!  
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KMS Celebrates Black History Month
Holly Ousley, Kenmore Librarian

In commemoration of Black History Month the Kenmore 
Library celebrated African American Read In on February 21st. 
Eleven guest readers including local NBC news anchor, Aaron 
Gilchrist, shared stories written by or about African Americans 
who have contributed to American history. It was an exciting day 
that highlighted reading and literature.
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Mr� Fisher Conducts the Band

Wurz Science Readers Theater
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8th Grade News
Brendan Blackburn, World Geography Teacher

Algebra
Students have spent the first few weeks of quarter three writing, solving and graphing linear inequalities 

in one and two variables. They have learned how to write an inequality given a real-life application. If you 
want to earn at least a certain amount of money for a club event, how much will you have to earn given 
expenses. The remainder of the quarter will be spent exploring the properties of exponents. Students will 
be using zero exponents as well as negative exponents as they learn how to compute numbers in scientific 
notation. Students will also reacquaint themselves with algebra tiles as they model basic operations with 
polynomials. Factoring polynomials will be our last topic for this unit.

Geography
Students in Mr. Blackburn’s class are well on their way around the world, completing their in-depth 

world-regional study of Eastern and South Asia, and are now beginning on the Middle East and North 
Africa. Students familiarize themselves with the physical and political geography through maps, analysis 
of statistics to gauge quality of life, and also learn about cultures, conflicts, and environmental issues. 
Students will participate in a Socratic seminar later in the current unit on the conflict in Israel and Pales-
tine. 

Science
The Comets have done a tremendous job understanding Motion and Forces. They were able to move 

around in labs and demos and show all they learned about Newton’s laws. Now, we are beginning Energy 
and Work. Congratulations to the students who competed in the Regional Science Fair which occurred in 
March 2017.

English
We are preparing for the VA Writing SOL exam. Students are working through the stages of the 

writing process and reviewing rules of the English language. Our students have come a long way since 
September!

6th Grade News 

Innovator giving a demonstration speech

Language Arts
Kristen Bodenhofer
Boom! Bang! Sixth Grade is the BEST grade in the 

universe and beyond! We are a bunch of super sensational 
students studying for success. The teachers are the sun 
and the students are the planets revolving around light 
and knowledge. We are as focused as a microscope and 

hardworking like a colony of ants. We don’t want to let the cat 
out of the bag, but we are in the middle of a unit on FIGURA-
TIVE LANGUAGE. We’ve been pulling it out of many differ-
ent types of text, including popular pop songs, and creating our 
own to enhance our writing. 

Our English classes are gearing up to write literary essays. 
Mini-lessons on theme, expanding ideas, and providing text 
evidence will pave the way through the formal writing process. 
As always, we’re focusing on the use of complete sentences, 
varied sentence structure, proper grammar, and accurate punctu-
ation. We are pushing the kids to carefully revise and edit their 
own work and to find their voice when expressing their ideas 
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Geo Jingles
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through writing. 
In reading, we’ve been focusing on inferring, or reading 

between the lines, to fully understand the author’s message. We 
take what we’re reading and apply our background knowledge, 
or schema, to make and revise predictions and draw conclusions 
about text. We’re practicing using evidence directly from the test 
to justify our inferences. Next up will be Fact vs Opinion and a 
look at different perspectives and points of view.

All reading classes just completed and shared a project about 
Unsung Heroes of African American History. 
Students researched the major accomplishments 
of their chosen hero and created a google slide 
show to share information with their classmates. 
Our unsung heroes included the amazing women 
featured in the movie Hidden Figures (which we 
highly recommend!), inventor of the potato chip 
George Crum, engineer Otis Boykin who made 
priceless improvements to the pacemaker, and 
countless other scientists and inventors who de-
serve our adoration and awe. It was a great project 
all around!

Social Studies
Mr. Kiziroglou, Ms. Knobloch, Ms. Mitchell and Ms. Solór-

zano
Articles of Confederation
Students learned about the challenges of the Articles of Con-

federation by participating in a classroom shopping simulation. 
Students represented different states in America, each of which 
had a different form of currency. They were then tasked with pur-
chasing necessities such as food, cotton, and lumber. Participants 
quickly found out that shopping was a challenge if the vendors 
did not accept their form of currency. This fun learning experi-
ence allowed students to see the issues of the Articles of Con-
federation firsthand and reflect on the need for a more structured 
constitution.

Constitutional Convention
After realizing the weaknesses of the Articles of Confedera-

tion, students became delegates of each state in the Union and 
came together to create a more structured constitution. Students 
debated their positions on state representation, slavery, and taxes 
using primary sources. Groups had to defend either the Virginia 

Plan or the New Jersey plan and support their arguments. Stu-
dents were able to compromise and came to a vote, just like the 
Founding Fathers in Philadelphia! 

Hamilton vs. Jefferson 
Riding the wave of hit musical “Hamilton”, students studied 

the conflict in George Washington’s presidential cabinet be-
tween Alexander Hamilton and Thomas Jefferson. First, students 
listened to period songs to understand the political climate after 
the American Revolution. They also researched Hamilton’s views 
as a Federalist and Jefferson’s views as an Anti-Federalist. Next, 
students watched a clip from a PBS documentary on “Hamilton”, 
featuring an interview with the musical’s creator, Lin-Manuel 
Miranda. Students then analyzed part of the song “Cabinet Battle 
#1” from the musical to draw conclusions about their views on 
the economy, the power of the federal government, and slavery. 
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7th Grade News
Lilo Stephens, Explorer Social Studies Teacher

History, Civics & Economics from 1865-Present:
This month we told our students to “‘Get a job’…in my classroom!”.  We have begun our annual 

mini-economy simulation.  Students will see how money moves by moving it themselves.  They will 
apply for classroom jobs, earn classroom currency of their own design, and pay bills like rent and 
taxes. By doing these things, they are previewing the kind of economic life-lessons that adults face.  

Your child may soon ask you to be a reference on his/her job application.  
 Simultaneously, we have begun studying the Progressive Era in U.S. history.  We are seeing how average people did above-average 

things to improve the quality of life for Americans.  We still benefit from their work today; one look at the news headlines shows us 
that the topics of regulation, journalism, assimilation, and rights are still at the forefront or our national discussions.  In class, students 
will be writing and planning.  It will be interesting to see how well they respond to problems, organize into unions, and build civic as-
sociations like Progressive Era reformers to solve life’s problems.

average things to improve the quality of life for Americans.  We still benefit from their work today; one look at the news headlines 
shows us that the topics of regulation, journalism, assimilation, and rights are still at the forefront or our national discussions.  In class, 
students will be writing and planning.  It will be interesting to see how well they respond to problems, organize into unions, and build 
civic associations like Progressive Era reformers to solve life’s problems.

Math
Math-7 is completing a unit on proportions and similar figures.  Students have been working on determining if two fractions or 

figures are similar. They are also finding a missing value in two congruent fractions or a missing side measurement in a pair of similar 
figures.

Math-8 is completing a unit on complementary, supplementary, adjacent, and vertical angles.  They have also been working on 
transformations including reflections, translations, rotations and dilations.  

Science
Seventh grade science is moving right along as we slide into March. 
The students have moved from a focus on cell division, which included mitosis and meiosis, to diffusion which included osmosis, 

and now we are beginning our unit on genetics.  Students will explore human traits by surveying the class about traits such as ability 
to roll one’s tongue, cleft chin, curly hair, and even hair on fingers. The concept of recessive and dominant traits will  continue with 
more activities relating to work by Gregor Mendel and his Punnett Squares. Students will also learn about the structure of DNA and 
the roles of Rosalind Franklin, Francis Crick and James Watson in the discovery related to DNA.
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Coffee House Performances
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Harlem Renaissance Artist Romare Bearden
Many of these iconic images were featued in a slide presentation behind the students as they peformed the poetry of Langston 

Hughes at the Coffee House on Friday, Feb 24th.
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Harlem Renaissance Artist Jacob Lawrence
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Harlem Renaissance Artists Palmer Hayden
and William H Johnson
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Continued from page 1

Principally Speaking - Continued

perspectives and experiences our students have and validated the 
self-worth and importance of our young men. Superintendent 
of Schools, Dr. Patrick Murphy, followed with an inspirational 
message of getting tough in the face of challenges. The keynote 
speaker was Mr. Jeffries Epps, 2013 Winner of the White House 
Champions of Change for Tech Inclusion Award. Mr. Epps 
shared an inspiring account of a football game in his youth when 
he was suddenly thrust into a situation where everyone thought 
he and his team would lose. Students and mentors intently 
listened as Mr. Epps retold the impressive come-from-behind 

victory story. 
The theme from all of these messages was one of inspiration 

and courage in the face of adversity. School Board Member Mr. 
Reid Goldstein also helped kick off the program, and later in 
the day County Board Member Mr. Christian Dorsey was on 
hand. Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources, Dr. Kristi 
Murphy, also supported the conference. The event focused on the 
development of leadership skills for our young men and empha-
sized the tradition of inclusiveness, mutual regard, and teamwork 
that forms the foundation of Arlington’s reputation. 

Local Clarendon restaurant Spirits of 76 provided breakfast 
and lunch, and many APS staff members were on hand to support 
the effort. Kenmore had one of the largest contingents of students 
at the conference thanks to the work of Minority Achievement 

Coordinator, Ms. Leslie 
Stockton, Activities Co-
ordinator, Mr. Tommy 
Baugh, and Resource 
Assistant, Mr. Jimmy 
Vital. Facilities Man-
ager, Mr. Ed Zambrano 
and ITC, Mr. Mike 
Goodman, also lent 
their support to mak-
ing the day a success. 
Instructional Assistant, 
Ms. Barbara Holloway, 
served as the House 
Manager. Kenmore 
received many compli-
ments about the hospi-
tality of our staff and 
the fine facility that we 
enjoy here at Kenmore.
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In celebration of Women’s History Month, Kenmore was 
honored to host a special visit by NBC4 Journalist Ms. Jackie 
Bensen. Ms. Bensen shared her inspirational life story with a 
group of young ladies from Girl Power and Kenmore Morning 
News. The girls sat in rapt attention as Ms. Bensen addressed 
women’s issues and tackled some of the feelings girls have about 
middle school. She started by sharing her own experiences with 
gym class, and from that moment on our girls were zeroed in 
on the message. The message essentially was: “Don’t listen to 
them,” meaning do not listen to the naysayers, the bullies, the 
detractors, the mean girls—or boys, or anyone who says you 
can’t achieve what you want to achieve. Ms. Bensen frankly told 
them that she did not fit the typical shape and image of a TV 
journalist when she started in the business. It was from her own 
hard work and determination that she was able to progress from 
a low-level job to being a mainstay on TV. She relayed her own 
difficult family story and provided a role model for how someone 
can take tough circumstances, turn them around, and keep work-
ing to become a success. Ms. Bensen expressed here gratitude 
for visiting with our young ladies. The event ended with students 
from Kenmore News interviewing her. It was an inspiring and 
enjoyable afternoon made possible by a chance meeting in a TJ 
Maxx between Ms. Holly Ousley and Ms. Bensen. Ms. Ousley, 
our librarian and Kenmore’s 2017 Teacher of the Year, coordinat-
ed with Ms. Bensen and made the event happen for our school. 
Thank you to all who supported this event, including Ms. Tay-
lor’s Girl Power group and Ms. Dyer’s Kenmore News group.

Both the Kenmore Band and the Kenmore Orchestra groups 
did great work at the District XII assessments. Students received 
positive feedback and are continuing to grow in their perfor-
mance capabilities and musical knowledge. Thank you to Band 
Director David Lassell, Orchestra Director Walter Riley, and 
Focus Coordinator Shauna Dyer. A very special thank you goes 
to Wakefield High School Director of Bands Mr. Brian Fisher 
for lending his expertise to the group. Both Mr. Fisher and 

Washington-Lee Director Alex Robinson have helped with the 
continuation of the band’s development. We are looking forward 
to fabulous spring concerts from the Kenmore Music Department. 

The wrestling team finished fourth in the county and the student 
athletes showed much promise and toughness this season. Sixth-
grade wrestler Rasheed Esquire took home a 1st Place finish in 
the County Meet. Thank you to Mr. Vital and Mr. Guillen for 
leading the team this year. This summer’s planned enhancements 
to the building will include a dedicated wrestling space for next 
year. Stay tuned for more updates about the building. The track 
and field season is under way, as well a swim season. Mr. Vital 
is coaching swimming and Mr. Fontaine and Mr. Guillen are 
coaching track. Girls on Track, a girls’ empowerment program, is 
also starting and the faculty contact is Ms. Keish. The all-county 
Cheer Showcase was hosted by Kenmore on Monday, March 
13th and included cheer squads from all five middle schools. We 
are looking forward to a fun, injury-free friendly soccer match 
against Ashlawn Elementary on Friday, March 24th. We really 
think we can avoid injuries this time around because we will be 
playing soccer while encased in a giant plastic bubble. We may 
keep the equipment for further use in middle school! Come out 
for a night of fun at Kenmore in the gym on March 24th. Rumor 
has it a student band might be playing the halftime show.

We also have a NYC Broadway trip coming up where students 
will tour Times Square and see two shows, Phantom of the Opera 
and Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. This bus trip is made 
possible through the Theater Arts Department and Ms. Dawn 
Hunter, as well as the support of our parents and theater patrons. 

I will be out of the building the week of March 20th to attend 
Harvard University’s Urban Education Institute with fellow APS 
middle school principals. We will travel to Boston on Monday, 
March 20th, and return Friday—hopefully in time for bubble 
soccer! I am looking forward to bringing back current educational 
research and networking with other principals in regard to best 
practices to ensure the success of all students. As you probably 
can tell, Arlington is growing and as we change our practices and 
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programming need to stay current. We enjoy much support at 
Kenmore and in Arlington in general, and thank you for working 
with us to provide a great educational experience for not only 
your child, but for all of our students.

Eighth grade parents will be getting a separate letter about 
promotion—which occurs on the very last day of middle school 
this year, Thursday, June 22nd. We will be in the gym for the 
ceremony with first come, first served seating. Some seats will be 
reserved through the PTA auction. The activity fee for the dinner, 
dance, and lunch cruise will be $45. We will send home more 
details. Hard to believe 4th quarter is fast approaching.

Our Virginia Delegate, Mr. Patrick Hope, has personally signed 
Honor Roll Letters for each student earning Honor Roll, and we 
will be distributing these letters. We are thankful to Mr. Hope for 
this effort to recognize and inspire academic achievement. 

Congratulations to Dr. Tiffany Mitchell, 6th Grade Social Stud-
ies Teacher, for her successful dissertation defense. Dr. Mitchell 
and Ms. Morrison-Lee have been working with the Cougar 
PRIDE Committee, which is a working group under the Student 
Council Association. The purpose of the group is to promote 
respect and inclusion across the school. 

Finally, March is also the month where we stomp out the r-
word. The r-word is sometimes used unintentionally and inten-
tionally to disparage people with disabilities. As we started the 
campaign with an awareness strategy, it was noted that some 
students didn’t really know what it meant—which is a good in its 

own way. On March 10th students viewed a rap video produced 
by a Best Buddies club which put the campaign in perspective. 
We will continue to work for a respectful and inclusive school 
climate across a broad range of elements to diversity. This is the 
tradition of our school, it is an attractor for many who come here, 
and we take the work seriously at Kenmore. 

Thank you for your continued support, and I hope to see you at 
Bubble Soccer!
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  Kenmore Calendar

Date Time Event
Tuesday, Mar 14 8:30 a.m. - 9:30 a.m. National Latin Exam 
Tuesday, Mar 14 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. PTA Meeting
Wednesday, Mar 15 12:50 p.m. - 2:20 p.m. Ritz Carlton (Teamwork) 
Thursday, Mar 16 3:15 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. Swim Meet vs. Swanson @ WL - Washington Lee High School, 1301 N Stafford 

St, Arlington, VA 22201, USA 
Monday, Mar 20 All Day SOL Writing -8th Grade Group A
Monday, Mar 20 6:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. Jr. Honors Rehearsal
Tuesday, Mar 21 All Day SOL Writing- 8th Grade Group B
Tuesday, Mar 21 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. Jr. Honors Concert
Wednesday, Mar 22 All Day SOL Writing-8th Grade Group A
Wednesday, Mar 22 All Day 4th and 5th Period Switch 
Thursday, Mar 23 All Day 4th and 5th Period Switch 
Thursday, Mar 23 All Day SOL Writing-8th Grade Group B
Friday, Mar 24 1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. Bowen McCauley Dance Performance
Friday, Mar 24 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. Faculty Soccer Game (Ashlawn vs. Kenmore) - Kenmore Middle School, 200 S 

Carlin Springs Rd, Arlington, VA 22204, USA 
Saturday, Mar 25 10:00 a.m. - noon Hispanic Parent Meeting - Library 
Saturday, Mar 25 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. Bowen McCauley-Move Me Festival
Monday, Mar 27 7:50 a.m. - 8:20 a.m. Climate Safety Survey (Selected 8th Grade) - Library 
Tuesday, Mar 28 7:50 a.m. - 8:20 a.m. Climate Safety Survey (Selected 7th Grade) - Library 
Tuesday, Mar 28 12:50 p.m. - 2:24 p.m. Ritz Carlton (S. Skills, Etiquette) 
Wednesday, Mar 29 7:50 a.m. - 8:20 a.m. Climate and Safety Survey (selected 6th grade) - Library 
Thursday, Mar 30 All Day NYC Trip (Theater and Dance Students)
Thursday, Mar 30 3:15 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. Swim Meet vs. Williamsburg - Yorktown High School, 5200 Yorktown Blvd, Ar-

lington, VA 22207, USA 
Thursday, Mar 30 3:15 p.m. - 5:45 p.m. Track Meet @Swanson - Swanson Middle School, 5800 Washington Blvd, Arling-

ton, VA 22205, USA 
Thursday, Mar 30 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. W-L Pyramid Jazz Festival (Jazz Band) - Washington-Lee High School, 1301 N 

Stafford St, Arlington, VA 22201, USA
Friday, Mar 31 All Day MS Choir Assessment (Gunston) 
Saturday, Apr 1 All Day MS Choir Assessment (Gunston) 
Monday, Apr 3 All Day Spirit Week: Team Day 
Tuesday, Apr 4 All Day Spirit Week: Twin Day 
Tuesday, Apr 4 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. PTA Meeting
Wednesday, Apr 5 All Day Spirit Week: Wacky Tacky Day 
Wednesday, Apr 5 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. Pyramid Concert Orchestra (7th and 8th Grade) - Wakefield High School, 1325 S 

Dinwiddie St, Arlington, VA 22206, USA 
Thursday, Apr 6 All Day Spirit Week: Decade Day 
Thursday, Apr 6 All Day 7th Grade Reality Store 
Thursday, Apr 6 3:15 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. Swim Meet vs. Jefferson - Yorktown High School, 5200 Yorktown Blvd, Arlington, 

VA 22207, USA 
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Date Time Event
Thursday, Apr 6 3:15 p.m. - 5:15 p.m. Track Meet vs. Williamsburg - Kenmore Middle School, 200 S Carlin Springs Rd, 

Arlington, VA 22204, USA 
Friday, Apr 7 All Day 7th Grade Reality Store 
Friday, Apr 7 All Day Spirit Week: Multi-culture/Cougar Pride 
Friday, Apr 7 All Day End of Quarter 
Friday, Apr 7 9:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. GMU Inclusion Trip 
Saturday, Apr 8 All Day Spring Break
Sunday, Apr 16 All Day Spring Break
Monday, Apr 17 All Day Grade Preparation Day 
Wednesday, Apr 19 10:00 a.m. - noon 5th Grade Orientations 
Wednesday, Apr 19 12:50 p.m. - 2:24 p.m. April 19 (Interview, Presentation Skills) 
Thursday, Apr 20 10:00 a.m. - noon 5th Grade Orientations 
Thursday, Apr 20 3:15 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. Swim Meet vs. Gunston - Wakefield High School, 1325 S Dinwiddie St, Arlington, 

VA 22206, USA 
Thursday, Apr 20 3:15 p.m. - 5:15 p.m. Track Meet @ Gunston - Gunston Middle School, 2700 S Lang St, Arlington, VA 

22206, USA 
Friday, Apr 21 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. Art and Jazz Benefit 
Saturday, Apr 22 10:00 a.m. - noon Hispanic Parent Meeting - Library 
Thursday, Apr 27 3:15 p.m. - 5:15 p.m. Track Meet vs. Jefferson - Kenmore Middle School, 200 S Carlin Springs Rd, 

Arlington, VA 22204, USA 
Thursday, Apr 27 4:15 p.m. - 7:15 p.m. Swimming Championship @WL 
Thursday, Apr 27 7:00 p.m. - 7:15 p.m. ShowTime Production 
Friday, Apr 28 1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. Special Olympics Assembly (7th and 8th grade) - Gym
Friday, Apr 28 1:00 p.m. - 2:15 p.m. Assembly
Friday, Apr 28 7:00 p.m. - 7:15 p.m. ShowTime Production 
Monday, May 1 2:30 p.m. - 4:15 p.m. Spring Concert Rehearsal (7th and 8th grade) 
Tuesday, May 2 2:30 p.m. - 4:15 p.m. Spring Concert Orchestra Rehearsal (6th grade) 
Thursday, May 4 1:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. County Track Meet @Swanson - Swanson Middle School, 5800 Washington Blvd, 

Arlington, VA 22205, USA 
Friday, May 5 All Day Music In the Parks 
Tuesday, May 9 9:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Ritz Carlton Visit 
Tuesday, May 9 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. County Track Meet @Swanson - Swanson Middle School, 5800 Washington Blvd, 

Arlington, VA 22205, USA 
Tuesday, May 9 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. PTA Meeting
Wednesday, May 10 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. Chorus Concert 
Thursday, May 11 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. Orchestra Concert 
Friday, May 12 1:00 p.m. - 2:15 p.m. Assembly
Friday, May 12 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. Band Concert
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