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Science Fair - Jan 19th - Main Hall

Wednesday Hispanic Moms Group

Principally Speaking
David McBride, Principal

Many Rooms, One Roof
Walk the halls of our school for just a few minutes and you will 

experience a rich array of students and staff members coming from 
many different backgrounds and experiences. Working and learn-
ing in a diverse environment like ours is part of the gift of being at 
Kenmore, but for some students it can also be a challenge, especially 
in light of recent news stories and current events. While Kenmore is a 
work in progress, always striving for perfection, I’d like to think that 
we are good at recognizing and respecting differences. Conversations 
with students and parents lately lead me to want to be more intention-
al with our inclusive practices and cultural competencies. We need to 
engage in thoughtful and respectful discussions as we learn and grow 
together.

We have the opportunity to shape a more positive future for our 
students and wider community. Not everybody sees this, and we as 
compassionate adults sometimes have to intervene and help students 
respect others and make connections to similarities for the wider 
good, because at the end of the day we are, as Maya Angelou once 
observed, “…more alike, than unalike, my friend.” 

Parents and staff members, please consider contributing to the 
SCA’s major spring fundraiser for the Leukemia & Lymphoma Soci-
ety. Use the following link to donate under Kenmore’s name: This is 
the link for the community, parents, and teachers:

Continued on page 11

Online Auction is Open!
Nancy Birnbaum, PTA President

Hi everyone.
We are entering auction season, and our online 

auction has begun. Visit our website to view all of 
the awesome options: summer camps, fine din-
ing, visits to wineries, special Kenmore graduation 
benefits, the auction offers something for everyone. 
Happy bidding.

Looking forward to the 2017-18 school year, we are seeking 
persons to serve as PTA president, vice president, and secre-
tary. The position descriptions are as follows:

President: The president presides at all meetings of the as-
sociation, and performs such other duties as may be prescribed 
in the by-laws or assigned by the association. The president 
serves as a member ex officio of all committees except the 
nominating committee and coordinates the work of the officers 
and committees of the association. The president attends meet-
ings or assigns designee as Arlington School Board liaison to 
Kenmore. The president communicates to the school commu-
Continued on page 2

http://events.lls.org/pages/nca/Kenmore-Middle-School-2017
https://www.32auctionscom/kenmoreauction2017
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Box Tops for Education
Helen Parkhurst, Math Teacher

Online Auction is Open - Continued
Continued from page 1

nity via email to the list serve and articles for the newsletter. The president responds 
to parents and staff concerns, resolves issues and attends school functions. 

Vice President: The vice-president act as aide to the president, perform the duties 
of the president in the absence or inability of that officer to act, and fill in a critical 
committee chair position, if necessary. 

Secretary: The secretary records and maintains the minutes of all meetings of the 
association, maintains a current copy of the by-laws, and performs other delegated 
duties as assigned. 

Please contact kenmoreptapresident@gmail.com if you are interested.
Our January PTA meeting included a discussion with new school board member 

Tannia Talento and an interesting presentation from Second Chance Arlington, 
an educational program for Arlington middle and high school students who have 
been experimenting with alcohol and/or drugs. The program helps teens learn how 
substance use affects their physical and mental health so they can avoid using drugs 
and alcohol. A follow-up from Kenmore’s Substance Abuse Counselor was includ-
ed in the February meeting.

Coming up on March 14th at 7 p.m., we will have a presentation from APS’s 
Secondary STEM Specialist, Pam Nagurka. Our subsequent meetings will be Apr 
4th (1st Tues), and May 9th (election of new officers). We generally meet in the 
Kenmore library.

Please continue to save the Box Tops for Education. Some of 
the more popular items that have the box top logo include Betty 
Crocker products, General Mills, Kleenex, Progresso Soup and 
Zip Lock to name a few.

If you would like a complete list of qualifying products 
please visit the website.www.boxtops4education

Thanks to all of you who are neatly cutting the box tops. I continue to ap-
preciate the work that Ms. Bowen and her Life Skills students do in cutting and 
bundling the box tops in groups of 50. Thanks again for saving the box tops.

The next submission date is Mar 1st.

http://david.mcbride@apsva.us
http://angie.close@apsva.us
http://christine.joy@apsva.us
http://louis.villafane@apsva.us
http://kenmoreptapresident@gmail.com 
http://stewbrew5@gmail.com 
http://csherman22@verizon.net 
http://timothymwatson@gmail.com  
http://timothymwatson@gmail.com  
http://ed.bracken@apsva.us
mailto:kenmoreptapresident%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.secondchancearlington.org/
http://www.boxtops4education
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Book Release Kwame Alexander’s new 
book, The Playbook
Holly Ousley, Kenmore Librarian

On Tuesday, Feb 14th some lucky Kenmore students had an 
opportunity to participate in the book release of Newbery Award 
winning author, Kwame Alexander’s new book, The Playbook. It 
was a fun filled event with music and excitement. Every student 
received an autographed copy of the new book.
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Focus News
Shauna Dyer, Kenmore Focus Coordinator

Students of the Month
Israel Salas, HILT Resource Counselor

Team Last Name First Name
Visionaries Torres Gabriel
Innovators Sanchez Richard
Trailblazers Gellenthien William
Explorers Ulanday Kathleen
Fliers Lewis Semira
Galaxy Ortiz Alejandro
Comets Gellenthien Lela
Stars Campbell Will
Producers Willson Chiara
Encore Bonilla Melvin
Globetrotters Gonzalez Mario
Legends Dayas-Tokoto Prince

Kenmore Middle School hosted the 
District XII high and middle school 
band program Feb 2nd through Feb 
4th. The program brought together 
some of the best middle and high 
school student musicians to practice 
and learn music under the direction of 
guest conductors. Students also had 

the opportunity to attend a concert performed by the U.S. Army 
Band. 

Thank you to the parents who helped and a very special 
thank you to Brian Fisher, Wakefield Band Director and Catrina 
Tangchittsumran, Thomas Jefferson, Band Director, who ran the 
event in Mr. Lassell’s absence. 

The new semester began on a musical note with the Sym-
phonic Band, Philharmonic Orchestra and ShowTime choir per-
forming on Feb 6th for 5th Grade students from Carlin Springs, 
Ashlawn, Campbell and Barcroft elementary schools. The 5th 
Graders who brought their instruments, had an opportunity to 
play a song on stage with their middle school peers. The Sym-
phonic Band will participate in a pre-assessment concert on Feb 
16th at W-L at 6:30 p.m.

Bowen McCauley Dance began 
their residency program last month 
and students are working towards 
their March performance.

Congratulation to the ACT II Theater Arts 
students who put together a fabulous perfor-
mance of the Comedy of Errors on Jan 12th and 
13th. The students did an outstanding job in 
memorizing their lines, learning stage combat 
and really engaging their student audience.

ShowTime students are now work-
ing on their production of “Once on this 
Island, Jr.” that will be held in late April. 

Kenmore welcomed the Kennedy 
Center during the week of Feb 13th. The 
Kennedy Center spent the week mount-
ing a newly commissioned production 
and on Friday, Feb 17th, 8th Graders 

were treated to the world premiere of “From the Mouths of Mon-
sters”, a story inspired by the Classic Book Frakenstein by Mary 
Shelly. 

The month of February will conclude with the annual 7th 
Grade Langston Hughes Coffee House on Feb 24th from 5:30 – 
8:30 p.m. in Kenmore’s Black Box Theater.

2016-17 PTA Reflections Contest
Kate Kerr, PTA Reflections Chair

Congratulations Ari and Abi!
Congratulations to these two students for 

rising through the school, county and regional 
levels of the 2016-17 PTA Reflections contest 
over the last few months with their artwork, cre-
ated to the theme of “What is Your Story?”, to 

win the following placement at the NoVa District level: 
Ari Alexis for winning 3rd place for “about me” in Film Pro-

duction
And 
Abi Burkholder for winning an Honorable Mention for “Fire-

flies” in Literature.
These students will be recognized at a Student Awards program 

at George Mason High School in Falls Church City in April, 
which will include Reflections Awards along with Citizenship 
Essay and other student awards. 

Congratulations Ari and Abi on reaching this level. Kenmore is 
proud of you. 

The theme for the 2017-18 contest will be “Within Reach”.
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5th Grade Concert
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FACEBOOK.COM/ARLINGTONSTUDENTFILMFESTTWITTER.COM/FILMFESTAPSARLINGTONSTUDENTFILMFEST@GMAIL

Admission is free.  You may 
come for part or all of the 
evening.  More at face-

book.com/ 
arlingtonstudentÞlmfest

Featuring writers from 
Yorktown, Washington-Lee,  
WakeÞeld, H-B, Gunston,  
Kenmore, & Williamsburg

Hosted by the Film students  
of H-B Woodlawn, 

4100 Vacation Lane 
Arlington, VA 22207  

Made possible by 
Washington  

Forrest Foundation,  
APS Arts Ed,  

parents & students. 

Come be part of this live interactive event! 
Judges have selected scripts from 90+ entries 

from 4 middle schools & 4 high schools.   
Writers will hear their winning original screenplays  

performed by professional & student actors, &  
receive critiques from judges & you, the audience.   

DonÕt miss this Þrst-ever celebration of  
Arlington’s best teenage screenwriters.   

Support your classmates and school  
by attending & giving your own feedback!

WINTER 

SCREENPLAY 
FORUM 

2017

ARLINGTON STUDENT FILMFEST PRESENTS:   

Tuesday Feb 28, 6-10pm 
Come hear, respond to & celebrate the work of 

ArlingtonÕs Best Young Screenwriters! 
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40 Books
Rachelle Naab, Editor

Lots of us used the grade-specific bookmark suggestion lists from the public library 
for our Elementary students. I just noticed the Central Library offers the same thing in 
the teen section of the library. It has  Middle School suggestions on one side and High 
School recommendations on the other by topic: Mystery, Romance, etc. This month I 
picked a few books from the Mystery list and they were good.

Far, Far Away
Tom McNeal
Far, Far Away by Tom McNeal was a Grimm-like fairy tale 

set in current day America. It was creepy, suspenseful, had good 
pacing, great vocabulary, and a little teen romance. The main 
character is Jeremy Johnson Johnson who hears the voice of the 
ghost of Jacob Grimm. Johnson is honest and generous, qualities 
required of all fairy tale heroes but the most dynamic and bold 
character is its female lead, Ginger Boultinghouse. So in a town 
filled with detailed, interesting characters some might even say 

suspects, children are going missing.
Blink & Caution
Tim Wynne-Jones
Blink & Caution was from the high school side of the bookmark. 

Blink & Caution had a realism and maturity of a True Crimes 
series. The heartbreak of what brings children to live on the street 
and the day to day hardships they face gives the novel a gritty real-
ity that blanches the significance of the mystery. I liked that its set-
ting was both urban (Toronto) and rural Canada. It is a fast-paced 
well written story and unusual in that it is often written in the 2nd 

person but its audience is definitely the older teen and probably not for the Kenmore 
crowd.

Chasing Lincoln’s Killer
James L. Swanson
Chasing Lincoln’s Killer is a non-fiction book written for 

young people based on Swanson’s best selling adult book 
Manhunt: The 12-Day Chase for Lincoln’s Killer. It is a page 
turner and with all of the action taking place in our back yard 
it is impossible not to want to visit each landmark in person to 
learn more. The brevity and focus of the book will attract those 
normally turned off by history. Interesting tidbits like the hand-
some actor John Wilkes Booth had not one but five girlfriends’ 

pictures in his pocket and how he found himself locked in the Garretts’ barn by 
Southern sympathizers(they thought he might steal a horse they had no idea he had 
assassinated the president).

Safekeeping
Karen Hesse
In Karen Hesse’s Safekeeping Radley is a 17-year-old girl 

returning to a United States in chaos after the president has been 
assassinated. Radley assumes she is unable to contact her parents 
from Haiti before she leaves because of the general disruption of 
services the general tumult as bank accounts have been frozen, 
intellectuals imprisoned, martial law imposed, the draft reinstated 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/61714.James_L_Swanson
https://boothiebarn.com/2016/01/11/john-wilkes-booths-mysterious-beauty
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and the intermittent availability of electricity. Rather than being 
a political thriller or dystopian novel following the escape of 
a young girl to Canada it is a quiet almost poetic story of how 
important food, family, friendship and shelter are to us all. The 
story focuses on relationships during war like Anne Frank with 
the spotlight on conversations spoken in quiet moments. It is op-
timistic considering the genre but I’m afraid most of the audience 
for whom it is intended will see it as boring.

Death Cloud
Andrew Lane
Death Cloud by Andrew Lane was from 

the Middle School List and was written as a 
serious detective novel for young readers of 
Sherlock Holmes. Rather than the eccentric 
almost rain-man version of Arthur Conan 
Doyle we have a typical smart teen with a 
street urchin side kick and an American tutor 
and his daughter trying to solve a plausible 

mystery. Where the novel tips its hat to the genre is the Hitch-
cock’s housekeeper from Rebecca and of course, the over the top 
evil villain behind the whole plot.

The Screaming Staircase
The Lockwood & Company Series
Jonathan Stroud
The Screaming Staircase is an age ap-

propriate detective ghost story in a world 
created by Jonathan Stroud. The novel has 
humor and leaves parts of main characters’ 
stories ambiguous to create suspense and 
tension. I thought the novel such a page 

turner I could envision how this teen team could face other 
adventures and wasn’t surprised when I found Stroud had written 
several other installments to follow this first book. While the sub-
ject matter is ghosts and hauntings it never felt scary or morbid. 
If I had to make a comparison to another book I would say New-
bery Medal-winning novel Neil Gaiman’s The Graveyard Book. 
Book 2 The Whispering Skull was scarier, if that is a word, and 
had more gore. Book 3 The Hollow Boy had more teen-age angst 
as Lockwood and Co has hired a pretty new assistant but what I 
really enjoyed is the “Skull” was no longer whispering and he is 
hilarious. I am looking forward to the Creeping Shadow and the 
Empty Grave.

The Sweetness at the Bottom of the Pie
Flavia de Luce series
Alan Bradley
Flavia de Luce series by Alan Bradley were 

not on the bookmark but fit in nicely with the 
others. I cannot vouch for all the books in the 
series but the ones I have read I thoroughly 
enjoyed; (The Sweetness at the Bottom of 
the Pie, The Dead in Their Vaulted Arches 

and As Chimney Sweepers Came to Dust). The stories are funny, 
fast-paced and engaging with very detailed and unusual charac-
ters and settings. Flavia is a young girl who loves chemistry and 
mysteries. What might make them difficult for average readers is 
they are very British and the vocabulary is challenging.

“If there is a thing I truly despise, it is being addressed as 
“dearie.” When I write my magnum opus, A Treatise Upon All 
Poison, and come to “Cyanide,” I am going to put under “Uses” 
the phrase “Particularly efficacious in the cure of those who call 
one ‘Dearie.” 
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Continued from page 1

How do over 1,000 students and staff members work together 
every day while coming from such different walks of life? I like 
to say that our school has many rooms, but only one roof—mean-
ing that while we have many different individual experiences or 
rooms, when we are in school we are all learning together under 
the same roof. The one roof concept is a symbol for what holds 
us all together under the experience that is commonly referred to 
as, “going to school.” Going to school--this dynamic interplay 
of human experience--allows for people of all walks of life and 
backgrounds to come together to learn, play, laugh, cry, argue, 
agree, and just about everything else in between. The prime ele-
ment of the one roof concept, the most vital part to the archi-
tecture, has to be fundamental respect for one another. Without 
respect, and the subsequent values such as integrity, determina-
tion, and excellence, our school cannot function. 

A few years ago our faculty was tasked with focusing on the 
essential values that we wanted to promote in ourselves and in 
our students, which was the impetus for Cougar PRIDE. We 
envisioned a school where we work together to promote respect, 
integrity, determination, and excellence for all of our students. 
Our school day begins each day with a reminder to all to show 
our Cougar PRIDE! It’s not by chance the first value is respect. 
All other actions hinge upon it.

Some parents and students, and even staff members, have, un-
doubtedly, sensed a degree of anxiety given the news and rhetoric 
that’s been prevalent in the media. Recently, our Superintendent 
of Schools, Dr. Murphy, sent a message to school leaders remind-
ing us all of the tradition in the Arlington Public Schools for 
inclusion, integration, fundamental respect, and civility. Arling-
ton is, after all, the birthplace for the desegregation of the public 
schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia. While some other 
jurisdictions participated in what was known as Massive Resis-
tance, Arlington did not, choosing to racially integrate its schools 
with limited delay by contrast to the rest of Virginia. Desegrega-

tion first began at Stratford Junior High School in 1959 (now HB 
Woodlawn). A special project documenting the desegregation ef-
forts in Arlington is being launched on the web by the Arlington 
County Public Library on Feb 25th. Project DAPS (Desegrega-
tion of Arlington Public Schools) will provide web visitors with 
searchable databases and may be found at http://projectdaps.org/ 
Another tremendous resource for understanding the tradition in 
Arlington of integration is the AETV video production, “It’s Just 
Me,” which looks in-depth at the experiences of those first brave 
African American Stratford students who entered Stratford and 
ended pubic school segregation in Arlington.

Inclusion, integration, respect, civility, all of these elements 
are woven within the tradition of how the business of school is 
conducted in APS—and this is especially important at Kenmore. 
My hope is that as we travel together through the second semes-
ter that students, parents, staff, and all who are touched by the 
Kenmore community will embrace these traditional values as we 
strive together to promote respect, integrity, determination, and 
excellence for all. 

Excellence is often demonstrated through academic achieve-
ment and the willingness to take risks and step outside comfort 
zones. A few standout occurrences this past month come to mind. 
First, the second quarter Honor Roll Students distinguished 
themselves by earning all As and Bs, or in some instances all As, 
for the second marking period. This is a major accomplishment 
and students and parents should take justifiable pride in making 
the Honor Roll. Students who are earning this distinction will be 
receiving Honor Roll certificates and will be recognized by their 
teams. Bumper stickers will also be given to those students. 

Students also showed academic distinction in regard to the Sci-
ence Fair. Over twenty students participated in the Kenmore fair. 
While we had fewer students choose to do a project, the judges 
commented on the projects’ depth. Eleven Kenmore Students 
rose to the challenge of entering the state competition sponsored 
by the Virginia Junior Academy of Science. We congratulate our 
top finishers: 

Overall & Chemistry Winners
1st Overal Cooper Reina
2nd Overall McGwier Lynn
3rd Overall Wilcox Katherine

Biology Top Three
1st Schroeher Ryan and Ethan
2nd Noble Morgann
3rd Shvedova Leah

Physics Top Three
1st Ahmad Sameen
2nd Weaver Emma
3rd Gellenthien Lela

Principally Speaking - Continued

http://projectdaps.org/
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Another standout this past month has to be our Kenmore 
Special Olympics Basketball Team. On Sunday, Feb 12th, Ken-
more played host to a regional tournament. Our team of student 
athletes and their peer coaches did a fantastic job. They were so 
good that Kenmore had to play Yorktown and Lee High Schools 
in the high school bracket. Our Kenmore squad took Yorktown 
into triple overtime. It was a great event where everyone was 
truly a winner. Special thanks to Ms. Bowen and Mr. Bracken 
and the Kenmore staff who made this happen for our students. 
Everyone learns and grows through these events and this type 
of effort is symbolic of our inclusive traditions and respect for 
diversity. We hope to host more tournaments in the future. 

Regarding respect, I do want to note two concerns that parents, 
staff, and students need to coordinate efforts to keep our positive 
image as a school growing and glowing. 

Firstly, digital citizenship is an important topic that the school 
will continue to address through whole group instructions and 
individual counseling. Students are reminded to be protective of 
what they share on the internet. Students have an online reputa-
tion that is impinged upon when posting inappropriate messages 
and media. During the middle school years students often test 

boundaries and exercise new freedoms as they experience early 
adolescence. Please know that as a parent you have every right to 
know your child’s passwords, review your child’s social media 
posting, and be involved with setting cyber-boundaries. At times, 
parents will need to remove phones and social media access due 
to inappropriate conduct. At other times, the school will need to 
set limits. The middle years are a time of transition where stu-
dents will test boundaries. It’s important that the adults who care 
about students set and reinforce boundaries and limits to promote 
safe and appropriate use of electronic devices and social media. 
Thank you for being present in your child’s life and for taking 
proactive steps to steer students in a positive direction online. 
This message will continue to be emphasized at school.

Secondly, an appeal for safe and good conduct while walking 
in KMS’ adjacent neighborhoods. Students have been reminded 
via PA announcements and also through email updates regarding 
safe routes to school and avoiding problems in the neighbor-
hood. The Good Neighbor Letter was mailed directly to those 
households affected and the school will be following up with the 
School Resource Officer to ensure that safety and good order is 
maintained. Students may not cut through the side streets and 
into the nature center, bike 
trail, and creek area on their 
way to or from school.
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Another standout event this past month was the Office 
of Minority Achievement’s evening celebration of Mod-
els of Excellence in recognition of Black History Month. 
Our very own Jordan Bussie won a student award for 
his academic excellence and proven leadership with the 
Kenmore Scholars. He was nominated by both Kenmore 
Middle School and the Arlington Education Center. Jor-
dan is an Honor Roll student, musician, athlete, and has 
participated in community service. He was recognized 
by Superintendent of Schools, Dr. Patrick Murphy, as 
well as School Board Members James Lander and Tania 
Talento. Mr. Lander also recognized one of our very own 
parents. Mr. Jason Terry, father of Javon Terry, was rec-
ognized for outstanding contributions to the community 
as a Model of Excellence. Kenmore applauds these and 
all the awardees. The evening concluded with a rousing 
drum and dance performance by Ni Dem Baya. 

We had a great turnout for Middle School Information Night with a wonderful 
panel of students and teachers answering questions and hosting tours. Thank you 
to Mr. Villafane and Ms. Dyer for coordinating the event. Our up-and-coming 
families really seemed to appreciate the time spent with our students, staff, at our 
wonderful facility. Summer chats will be hosted by Counseling Services, and 
we hope many families come out for these events. We also put in a plug for the 
spring production of Once On This Island which will be performed later in April.

A couple other notes--Summer School Registration is open with scholarships 
available. April 7th is the registration deadline with a late registration opportu-
nity later in June. Parents may want to discuss summer plans now and look at 
the many offerings in Arlington for an active and fun summer for middle school 
students. 

 Finally, given the cold and flu season, everyone is reminded to be in the habit 
of washing hands and taking steps to stay healthy. If a student is sick, we want 
them to stay home, rest up, and come back to school healthy. If you child has an 
extended absence for more than three days, you are encouraged to call his or her 
counselor to get make up work. If you need help with checking grades, please 
refer to Parent Vue or Student Vue help page. 

Thank you for all you do to support our students and our school. Best wishes 
for continued happiness and health. We may not see some snow, but I hope you 
are having a good winter season, and spring is around the corner.

 http://access.help.apsva.us/hc/en-us
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Wednesday Hispanic Moms Group
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6th Grade News 
Geography Bee
We had several 6th Graders compete in the Kenmore Geography 

Bee against 7th and 8th graders. They all performed very well, and 
one student made it to the second elimination round. We are proud 
of our 6th Grade representatives, and we expect them to go even 
farther next year. 

NMAAHC Field Trip 
6th Grade students had the amazing op-

portunity to visit the National Museum of 
African American History and Culture.” 
The theme of the museum is “A People’s 
Journey” and students learned of the 
struggles and accomplishments of African 
Americans in various fields from entertain-

ment, sports, music, and military to life in Africa, slavery, historical-
ly black colleges and universities and civil rights. Students walked 
away understanding that African American history is our history. 
Based on this experience, students reflected on race and social activ-
ism in America and recorded their thoughts in video journals that 
will be graded. Many students expressed their desire to return to the 
museum. Consider getting tickets for the summer.

History
This unit was on the American Revolu-

tion. Students created timelines with key 
events, iMovie trailers for the war, and 
analyzed famous documents and speeches 
of the Revolutionary Era. Students had to 
choose to support either the Patriots or the 
Loyalists and defend their argument in an 
editorial. Our next unit will focus on the 
New Nation and the Constitution. 

https://nmaahc.si.edu/visit/passes
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English/Reading
The 6th Grade Language Arts Team is currently engaged in a 

unit on Empathy. The essential understanding of the unit is that 
Empathy Helps Build Strong Relationships and Communities. 

Here are the Essential Questions for the unit: 
What is empathy? 
How can understanding others’ perspectives help us empathize? 
How can developing empathy change our perspective? 
Why is empathy necessary for communities? 
We’re focusing on novels, short stories, and non-fiction text that includes unique characters who overcome obstacles to reach suc-

cess.  Reflection and discussion in class has been rich and meaningful. 
In Reading, we are working on making predictions and inferences and drawing conclusions, both in fiction and non-fiction. We’re 

learning to provide evidence from our text (sometimes verbatim.) to back up our claims. 
In English, we are continuing to explore figurative language in our reading and writing. We are also studying point of view and 

perspective and are providing text evidence for everything we do. Theme has been a major focus and will continue to be throughout 
the rest of the quarter. 

Students are reminded to bring an independent reading book to class EVERY DAY and to continue working towards their Read to 
Succeed goals.

7th Grade News
Lindsay Hargrave, English Teacher

Civics, Economics & History from 1865 to Today
In January, Kenmore 7th Graders finished our study of the 

Civil Rights Era. Students completed a challenging Performance 
Assessment Task—a project—evaluating the efforts of citizens 
and the Federal government in protecting our constitutional 
rights. For this project, students collected information from pri-
mary and secondary source documents, analyzed these facts, and 
presented their evaluations either in a written editorial or a mind 
map of art and text that explained their thinking. 

Our current course of study is how immigration, industrializa-
tion and westward expansion transformed our nation. We will 
look at how this transformation affected people from different 
backgrounds in the past and how they might be affecting us 
today. 

Language Arts
Seventh-grade English students have been studying the poetry 

of Langston Hughes and the influence of the Harlem Renais-
sance. They are practicing choral reading and will perform poems 
by Langston Hughes on Friday, Feb 24th, at 6:30 p.m. for Ken-
more’s annual Coffee House celebration. Pastel drawing of Langston Hughes by Winold Reiss
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Math -7
Students in Math-7 have been working on continuous, discrete 

and linear functions. They have learned to represent relationships 
with tables, graphs, rules, and words. The next unit they will 
cover is sequences where they will describe and represent arith-
metic and geometric sequences by using variable expressions.

Math-8
Students in Math-8 have just started a unit on rates, proportions 

and percents. Students will work on finding unit rates and writing 
proportions. They will also learn to compute sales tax, tips, dis-
counts, mark-ups, and calculating simple interest. The next unit 
will cover angles and polygons. 

Life Science
7th Grade life science classes have moved from cell structures 

and functions to the cell cycle with an emphasis on mitosis. It can 
be a confusing concept especially since we progress to meiosis 
after mitosis! We are drawing, writing, matching pictures, do-
ing virtual labs and looking at mitosis of onion roots under the 
microscope to help solidify the students’ understanding of the 
concept. 

 

 

Congratulations Kenmore Screenwriters! 
on your screenplays’ Official Selection in our 
Countywide Winter Screenplay Contest 2017. 
 

Come celebrate these and other students’ screenplays 
from across APS at our first-ever live  
Screenplay Forum, Tuesday Feb. 28, 6-10pm. 
Hear the screenplays read and participate in live 
audience feedback!  

 

 

Atalie Dempsey Chin Up 
Pearson Frank Cliffhanger 
Rafay Mahmood Untitled 
Lauren Martin Blood's Thicker than Water 
Elizabeth Tippens Gone Purple 
 

Attend our live interactive event, free & open to the public,  Tuesday 
Feb. 28, 6-10pm (come for part or all!). 

Hosted by the film students of H-B Woodlawn, 
4100 Vacation Lane Arlington VA. 

 
Made possible by grants from APS parents and students,  

APS Arts Ed and the Washington Forrest Foundation. 
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  Kenmore Calendar

Date Time Event
Monday, Feb 20 All Day Presidents’ Day (No School)
Tuesday, Feb 21 All Day African American Read-in Day
Tuesday, Feb 21 2:30 p.m. - 4:15 p.m. Talent Show Rehearsals 
Tuesday, Feb 21 3:15 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. Girls’ Basketball vs. Swanson - Kenmore Middle School, 200 S Carlin Springs 

Rd, Arlington, VA 22204, USA
Wednesday, Feb 22 2:45 p.m. - 4:15 p.m. Talent Show
Wednesday, Feb 22 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. Talent Show
Thursday, Feb 23 3:15 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. Wrestling vs. Gunston - Kenmore Middle School, 200 S Carlin Springs Rd, 

Arlington, VA 22204, USA
Friday, Feb 24 All Day Focus Open House 
Friday, Feb 24 5:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. Langston Hughes Coffee House
Saturday, Feb 25 10:00 a.m. - noon Hispanic Parent Meeting - Library 
Monday, Feb 27 2:30 p.m. - 4:15 p.m. Pre-Assessment Rehearsal Orchestra (6th grades) 
Tuesday, Feb 28 2:30 p.m. - 4:15 p.m. Pre-Assessment Rehearsal (7th and 8th grade) - Kenmore Middle School, 200 

S Carlin Springs Rd, Arlington, VA 22204, USA 
Thursday, Mar 2 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. Wrestling County Meet - Gunston Middle School, 2700 S Lang St, Arlington, 

VA 22206, USA
Friday, Mar 3 All Day Parent/Teacher Conferences 
Friday, Mar 3 All Day District XII MS Band Assessment (Symphonic Band) - Marshall High School, 

7731 Leesburg Pike, Falls Church, VA 22043, USA 
Saturday, Mar 4 All Day District XII MS Band Assessment (Symphonic Band) - Marshall High School, 

7731 Leesburg Pike, Falls Church, VA 22043, USA 
Saturday, Mar 4 All Day Regional Science Fair
Monday, Mar 6 All Day SOL Writing-8th Grade paper/pencil students
Tuesday, Mar 7 All Day SOL Writing-8th Grade paper/pencil students
Wednesday, Mar 8 All Day SOL Writing-8th Grade paper/pencil students
Thursday, Mar 9 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. APS Concert Band Assessment - Washington-Lee High School, 1301 N Staf-

ford St, Arlington, VA 22201, USA
Tuesday, Mar 14 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. PTA Meeting
Monday, Mar 20 All Day SOL Writing -8th Grade Group A
Monday, Mar 20 6:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. Jr. Honors Rehearsal
Tuesday, Mar 21 All Day SOL Writing- 8th Grade Group B
Tuesday, Mar 21 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. Jr. Honors Concert
Wednesday, Mar 22 All Day SOL Writing-8th Grade Group A
Thursday, Mar 23 All Day SOL Writing-8th Grade Group B
Friday, Mar 24 1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. Bowen McCauley Dance Performance
Saturday, Mar 25 10:00 a.m. - noon Hispanic Parent Meeting - Library 
Saturday, Mar 25 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. Bowen McCauley-Move Me Festival
Thursday, Mar 30 All Day NYC Trip (Theater and Dance Students)
Thursday, Mar 30 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. W-L Pyramid Jazz Festival (Jazz Band) - Washington-Lee High School, 1301 

N Stafford St, Arlington, VA 22201, USA
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Date Time Event
Friday, Mar 31 All Day MS Choir Assessment (Gunston) 
Saturday, Apr 1 All Day MS Choir Assessment (Gunston) 
Tuesday, Apr 4 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. PTA Meeting
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