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Scene from Comedy of Errors performed Jan 12 and 13th

KMS Special Olympics Unified Basketball
Ed Bracken, Legends Team, PTA Teacher Liaison 

On Jan 7th, the Kenmore Unified Special Olym-
pics Basketball team traveled to Leesburg, VA to 
participate in its first tournament. The Kenmore team 
tied its first game, won its second and all players had 
a blast! Three students from the general education 

population supported 13 students from the Life Skills and MIPA 
programs. Mark your calendars for Feb 12th when the team will 
host another tournament at Kenmore Middle School. All Cougar 
fans are welcome. 

WL-Update
John Nyland, WL PTA President

High School capacity issues were dis-
cussed at the Washington-Lee HS PTA meet-
ing on Jan 9th. 

The December decision by the School 
Board to revise high school boundaries will 

hold W-L near today’s total of 2,334 students over the next 
four years. However, starting in 2021, W-L’s attendance will 
resume its upward climb. Avoiding overcrowding depends on 
APS following through on its plan to add 1,300 high school 
seats somewhere in the county in 2022. APS has not decided 
where those seats will be, but the likely location is right next to 
W-L on the site of the Education Center. Under that scenario, 
APS staff would relocate to commercial office space and the Ed 
Center would be remodeled or rebuilt. A key issue to be deter-
mined is whether the new seats will be at a new County-wide 

Students of the Month
Israel Salas, HILT Resource Counselor

Team Last Name First Name
Visionaries Argueta-Medina Jocelyn
Innovators Ticona Bart
Trailblazers Cruz Lino
Explorers Hayat Alishaba
Fliers Jensen Gabe
Galaxy Martinez Anthony
Comets Lopez Juan
Stars Mendoza-Marroquin Jose
Producers Warren Mojo
Encore Sanchez Aguilera Luis
Globetrotters Molina Reina
Legends Claure Keny

Continued on page 2

KMS Book Fair
Holly Ousley, Kenmore Librarian

The Kenmore Library was super busy in 
December. The Scholastic Book Fair was a huge 
success. 

Legendary Freedom Rider, Joan Mulholland, 
visited Kenmore on Dec 15th and shared her 
inspiring story and new biography written by 

her son, Loki Mulholland, She Stood For Freedom. She sent 
the following note after her visit:

Continued on page 8

https://www.apsva.us/aps-boundaries/
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Box Tops for Education
Helen Parkhurst, Math Teacher

Please continue to save the Box Tops for Education 
labels that are found on General Mills; Betty Crocker; 
Kleenex; Old El Paso; Ziploc; etc. products. There is a 
collection box in the main office. It is greatly appreci-
ated when those students/parents who no longer attend 
Kenmore or do not have children who attend our school 

still continue to support the program. Thanks!
To review which products carry the logo, please visit www.boxtops4educa-

tion.com for a complete list of the qualifying products. 
Just a reminder when submitting - It is greatly appreciated when the labels are 

cut along the dotted lines. The box tops must be in groups of 50 for submission. 
It’s so easy to group them when they have already been “cut to size”.

I continue to appreciate Ms. Bowen and her Life Skills students for their as-
sistance in cutting and bundling the box tops. 

Thanks again for participating in such a worthwhile project. The next submis-
sion date is March 1st. 

WL-Update - Continued
Continued from page 1
high school program or a 9th grade annex for W-L. A new 1,300 seat County-wide 
program such as STEM (science, technology, engineering and math) would aim to 
draw one third of its students from the W-L attendance zone (thus reducing future 
W-L attendance growth by 433). The other option is to make the new building a 
9th grade annex for W-L.

 APS plans to survey parents on these issues this spring.

http://david.mcbride@apsva.us
http://angie.close@apsva.us
http://christine.joy@apsva.us
http://louis.villafane@apsva.us
http://kenmoreptapresident@gmail.com 
http://stewbrew5@gmail.com 
http://csherman22@verizon.net 
http://timothymwatson@gmail.com  
http://timothymwatson@gmail.com  
http://ed.bracken@apsva.us
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Principally Speaking
David McBride, Principal

The Show Goes On as We Move Forward
 “If you can’t fly, run. If you can’t run, walk. If you can’t walk, 

crawl. But by all means, keep moving.” Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr.

“Keep it moving,” is a phrase we often use to help guide us 
forward and to move past obstacles or low points where we can’t 
seem to get traction. Dr. King’s quote above is a call for encourage-
ment within the context of the Civil Rights Movement—to keep 
the momentum for equity and justice moving forward—to move at 
whatever capacity you are capable in order to make a better, more 
just America. “Keep it moving,” in a more general sense means we 
live in the present believing in a brighter future. Middle schools are 
typically full of action, but there can also be quagmires and val-
leys. We will often tell students literally and figuratively to-- “keep 
moving.” Move past the temporary setbacks and move forward to a 
successful future. 

Kenmore certainly keeps things moving with a 
whole host of activities. We just recently wrapped up a 
well-received performance of William Shakespeare’s 
The Comedy of Errors. The play held students, staff, 
and parents in rapt attention with physical comedy and 
expertly delivered lines. The performance included 
two matinees for students as well as two evening 

shows. The students did an excellent job and when the audience 
laughs or gasps on cue, you know you are doing Shakespeare jus-
tice. It is great to see Shakespeare performed in such an accessible 
manner that middle school students can appreciate the plot as well 
as the language. Bravo to our many players and fabulous tech crew, 
and to Ms. Hunter. The play most certainly is the thing. 

Sunday, Jan 15th, Arlington County celebrated the life and legacy 
of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. with songs, reflections, 
dance, and poetry. I was proud to be in attendance at the ceremony 
and to see our very own Susan Cordova in the school division’s 
video montage promoting the MLK, Jr. Visual and Literary Arts 
contest winners. Susan took 3rd place for literary arts in the Grade 
6-8 category. This was announced to the school after the matinee 

performance of The Comedy of 
Errors and Susan received a full 
round of applause. I was proud 
her peers acknowledged her 
hard work. I was also thrilled 
the students thoroughly en-
joyed the Shakespeare perfor-
mance put on my Ms. Hunter’s 
theater arts students. It was a 
peak moment for Kenmore—
showcasing how our students 
perform on many levels across 
different forms of expression. 
Our students perform with 
courage and determination, 
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and their hard work pays off big time. I voice the sentiment of 
our faculty and staff by saying it’s an honor and privilege to work 
with your students and to foster success and the confidence that 
accompanies achievement.

Arlington’s annual MLK, Jr. celebration, now in its 48th year 
since Dr. King’s passing, was held Jan 15th at Wakefield High 
School. The auditorium was packed, and the two hour program 
included the reflections of Arlington residents who still vividly 
remembered Washington, D.C. and Arlington, Virginia in the 
wake of King’s assassination. In 1968, members of Arlington 
Parks and Recreation determined it was fitting to have a program 
honoring all that Dr. King had done for the community. This 
also served as a moment to assuage fears, deal with grief, and 
gather strength for the road ahead. The program has grown over 
the years and is a wonderful accompaniment to a weekend of 
reflection for those concerned with civil rights, peace, and justice 
in our nation. The musical performances were worthy of The 
Kennedy Center or Broadway—an amazing showcase of artistic 
talent. If you have not attended, consider going next year. It’s a 
great community event.

Did you know that the famous “I Have Dream Speech” almost 
fell flat? I had no idea, I always thought it was spectacular out 
of the gate. It was 12 minutes into the speech before King began 
to really move the audience, and it was Mahalia Jackson who 
sparked it. Dr. King had a policy speech prepared. It was, after 
all, The March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom, but the 
people had come to hear the Baptist preacher on that hot August 
day, not a policy talk. As the speech progressed and interest 
became stretched (it was Washington in August) Mahalia Jackson 
could be heard from the wings of the dais say, “Tell them about 
the dream, Martin,” and with that encouragement the prepared 
remarks were dropped, the spark brought thunder and lightning, 
and America was forever changed. The question for us today, in 
my mind, is: what will the Dream become for our students, for 
our community, for our nation?

It can be argued that one of the reasons Arlington keeps mov-
ing forward is that many who live here share King’s vision for 
equity, social justice, and a dream of peace and prosperity for all. 
Arlington’s secret is that it routinely and historically has made 
a strong investment in public education because the community 
believes in the future of young people—believes we all benefit 
from the success of others—and that to keep it moving for every-

body means having a well-educated and well-supported school 
system. This notion may be idealistic, and it may be stretched 
and challenged, and is by no means perfect, but I believe through 
your involvement with the schools, and the shared messages we 
send to our students about successful futures, that we are keeping 
education moving in a positive direction.

We had a strong turnout for the Middle School Information 
session held in the evening at Kenmore for those 5th Grade fami-
lies that are checking the school out for next year. Jeremy, Tea, 
Ian, Delaney, Caroline, Amari, Noah, Julia, Mojo, Nathalie, and 
Caroline did a phenomenal job of answering questions, guiding 
tours, and helping parents and students. We also had great sup-
port from our 6th Grade Team Leaders, Ms. Campbell, Ms. Bow-
man, and Mr. Johnson. Parents and students seem to really appre-
ciate all the information, the candid responses about adjusting to 
middle school, and the tours. This was another peak moment for 
Kenmore—that sense of pride that we share in our school and be-
ing able to let students and teachers really speak from the heart. 
I think it was a great evening. We encouraged parents to come 
back out for Science Night—which we are looking forward to on 
Jan 19th and to our spring performances. Kenmore has developed 
a tradition of providing free community events which bring in a 
whole range of families. We are thankful for the support of the 
PTA for these events and for the community involvement which 
we enjoy.

Later in February, Kenmore will 
begin taking grade-levels to the new 
African American Museum of History 
and Culture on the National Mall. Our 
Fitness Team Leader, Mr. Harber, was 
able to get us over 900 tickets—which, 
as you may know, is not easy due to the 
museum’s popularity. We will be taking 

our students in shifts and look forward to learning more about the 
history and culture of African-Americans. There is even a display 
of Arlington’s very own Freedom Rider, Ms. Joan Mulholland. If 
you have a chance to stop by our atrium you will see the display 
(similar to what is in the museum) that was used for Ms. Mulhol-
land’s presentation to the school. Ms. Mulholland with her son 
has authored two books about her experience in the Civil Rights 
Movement. She is a national treasure, and we were so honored to 
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have her speak to our students. “Always do what’s right. You can never go wrong 
by doing what is right.” --Joan Mulholland

Finally, a “good neighbor” letter will be going home to our students walking 
south on Carlin Springs to direct them away from the bike trail where there is 
limited to no supervision. We have had some concerns brought to the school about 
walkers cutting through the neighborhoods, and we are working with the commu-
nity and the School Resource Officer to provide clear guidance on where students 
should be walking. As a general rule, we ask that students to not cut into the 
Nature Center or the bike trail because of safety issues. Students should stick to the 
main roads. More on that to follow.

The grading period ends Feb 2nd and we will start the second semester. Thank 
you for your support of our school, and we hope to see you soon. Keep it moving 
forward, the future is bright, the Dream awaits.

David McBride

40 Books
Rachelle Naab, Editor

Challenger Deep
Neal Shusterman
The structure of the novel is a blend of real-

ity with fantasy in such a way as to give the 
reader insight into the workings of a teen hav-
ing a psychotic breakdown. The balance shifts 
but is rendered to create empathy and under-
standing as well as interest. This novel tells 
the story with humor and tenderness without 

relying on stereotypes and drama and focuses on the challenges 
faced by those with these types of disorders and their families. I 
found it very unusual and compelling and had no idea how it was 
going to end.

Golden Compass
Philip Pullman
I was going to review Brandon Mull’s series Beyonders: A 

World Without Heroes, Seeds of Rebellion, and Chasing the 
Prophecy and can’t. Other than the unusual way the hero Jason 

enters and leaves the world and one character’s way of guaran-
teeing his loyalty there wasn’t much that stood out for me that 
would make me recommend these three books. It did make me 
think of other series of books I would recommend even though it 
has been a long time since I have read them. His Dark Materials 
Triology has so much to recommend it: an orphaned girl, totems, 
ships of Gypsies, a puzzle to work out and an armored plated 
polar bear just for starters. 

The movie can never capture the complexity of the novel nor 
get you closer to the goal of 40 books.

Bartimaeus: The Amulet of Samarkand
Jonathan Stroud
Another favorite series for me is Stroud's Bartimaeus. It is 

about a young magician apprentice named Nathaniel who decides 
his education is not progressing as fast as it should and decides 
to summon a Geni.The Djinn is Bartimaeus who is very vain and 
difficult and maybe not as subtle or as talented as he thinks.

“In my youth, I was always one for the dramatic entrance. 
Now, in keeping with my character, I gravitate more toward the 
subtle and refined. Okay, with the occasional feathered serpent 
thrown in.” 

The pacing and the wit won me over in each novel and it 
hardly mattered what the adventure was about.

https://bookpage.com/search?book_author_id=7551
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FACEBOOK.COM/ARLINGTONSTUDENTFILMFESTTWITTER.COM/FILMFESTAPSARLINGTONSTUDENTFILMFEST@GMAIL

RLINGTON STUDENT FILMFEST PRESENTS:   

WINTER 
SCREENPLAY 

CONTEST  
2017 

All screenplays will be 
read & receive feedback 

from a panel of  
Þlm directors, writers  

and educators.

Several winning screenplays  
will be read live & aloud  

by professional & student actors  
for a live audience  

(with further live feedback). 

Prizes include medals, giftcards &  
equipment, personnel  

& budget support  
to move top screenplays 

into production! 

Made possible by 
Washington For-
rest Foundation,  

APS Arts Ed, APS 
parents & students. 

CALLING ALL APS WRITERS! 
ENTER: tinyurl.com/screenplay17entry      

Deadline to enter your screenplay: January 25, 2017 
MORE INFO: tinyurl.com/screenplay17FAQ 

Enter a screenplay for a short Þlm. 
1-15 pages, Subject and Style of your choice. 

No entry fee, no limit to # of entries per student. 
Separate Middle & High School Categories. 

First time screenwriters welcome!
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Contact Name : Thomas Mallan 
Organization : Arlington Student FilmFest 
tinyurl.com/asff-resources /  facebook.com/arlingtonstudentfilmfest  
twitter.com/filmfestaps   /  instagram.com/arlingtonstudentfilmfest 
Email: arlingtonstudentfilmfest@gmail.com 
Phone: (703) 228-6363 ( at H-B Woodlawn); (703) 622-5139 (cell)  

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
WHAT: First annual SCREENPLAY CONTEST for APS Middle and High School Students, 
sponsored by the ARLINGTON STUDENT FILM FEST 
WHERE: H-B Woodlawn Auditorium, 4100 Vacation Lane 
WHEN: Entry Deadline January 25, 2017;  

  Live Screenplay Festival February 27, 2017 
CONTACT: Thomas Mallan, Festival Organizer and Host (H-B Film & Theatre teacher),  
 
Announcing a brand new contest for Middle and High School students of Arlington Public 
Schools: The first annual ASFF WINTER SCREENPLAY CONTEST! 
 
PLEASE HELP SPREAD THE WORD to APS Middle and High School students  
with an interest in WRITING and/or FILMMAKING: 
 
Students may submit a script for a short film that: 
--you have already written, or already filmed, or a new screenplay you'd like feedback on; or 
--you plan to shoot and submit for the June 2017 Filmfest; or 
--you don't think you yourself could ever produce--perhaps for practical reasons, like location, 
casting or effects requirements.  
 
In short: submit a screenplay for any short film you like, from 1 to 15 pages in length.  More on formatting, 

judging, submission guidelines and more at tinyurl.com/screenplay17FAQ 
 
Finalists will receive a live reading from professional and student actors as well as live feedback 
and q&a from the audience and judges at our Screenplay Festival on February 27.  There will 
be modest prizes as well, thanks to our kind sponsors and fundraisers.  As always, you'll get 
feedback whether your film is selected as a finalist or not. 
 

Entry form is at tinyurl.com/screenplay17entry 
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Continued from page 1
KMS Book Fair - Continued

Holly,
Thanks again for the opportunity to share my son’s book with 

the students. They were SO, SO attentive and well behaved. 
Hopefully, something I said will make a difference at some point 
in their lives. That’s what it’s all about. You folks were excep-
tionally well organized too. Congratulations and an A+ for that. 
The lunch with the kids was an excellent way to end the event. 

Peace,
Joan Mulholland
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8th Grade News
Brendan Blackburn, World Geography Teacher

Science
The Comets are studying the periodic table in Science 8 with 

Mr. Gibbs. They perform labs with chemicals and are learning 
how atoms react as they make a simple form of salt. 

Science Fair participants will have their projects judged on Jan 
18th. Science night on Thursday Jan 19th from 6:00 - 7:30 p.m. 
will be a treat for all who attend, it is open to the community.

World Geography 
Comets have completed one, and are 

working on another arts-integrated lesson. 
Students completed sports pennants before Winter Break, where 
they created an original mascot to represent the regional geogra-
phy of a North American team’s location. Currently, students in 
Mr. Blackburn’s classes are writing original songs about global 
environmental problems. These songs will be performed and 
recorded during the third week in January. Look for the songs to 
be posted on the Kenmore website later this month!

Algebra
Ms. Parkhurst 
This quarter students have been learning how to write linear 

equations to model real life situations. As their arts-integrated 
project, students are to create a design that could be used as a 
blue print for a stained glass. Students are required to write the 

equation of 10 lines that they used in their project. The students 
are required to decide on a color theme (primary; secondary; 
complementary; warm/cool; or monochromatic. Hopefully the 
project reinforces their ability to write the equation of lines given 
two points as well as give students an appreciation for the value 
of color and the impact that it makes in our lives. 

Palau de la Música Catalana, Barcelona

In addition to writing equations, students have been analyzing 
relations to determine whether a direct or inverse variation exists. 
Determining the independent and dependent variables in real-life 
situations prompted meaningful math discourse. Solving systems 
of equations and writing equations to depict various situations 
will bring the second quarter to a close. 

English
Ms. Gentzel
Our current unit is “Global and Cultural Connections.” Stu-

dents are reading independent books related to this theme. At the 
end of this unit, each student will create and record a book talk to 
present to the class.



Page 10

January 2017 The Kenmore Cougar Vol. 16, No. 5

7th Grade News
Lindsay Hargrave, English Teacher

Civics, Economics and History from 1865 to Today
This January, students continued their study of the civil rights 

movement they began before the winter break. We continued our 
study of the courts, focusing on what they are like and how they 
work. Students contrasted criminal and civil cases. We made 
arguments like lawyers throughout the appeals process in the 
“Court System of Kenmore.” Students made rulings like justices 
of the Supreme Court in cases surrounding the constitutionality 
of classroom rules. 

We also examined how the courts were used at national and 
local levels in US history to integrate public schools; we specifi-
cally focused on the local history of the integration of Stratford 
Junior High School (now, HB Woodlawn pictured above) in 
1959. 

All of this legal training will help our students tremendously as 
we work on our Performance Assessment Task for the civil rights 
unit. For this project, students will analyze primary and second-
ary documents to gather facts. They will examine these facts to 
evaluate the ways that people and the different branches of the 
US government worked to protect the civil rights of Americans. 
Ultimately, they will convert this understanding into an editorial 
or a mind map, clearly showing their assessment of the change 
accomplished by the people and the government of the civil 
rights era. As we go through this lesson, we will continue to link 
this history to the ongoing needs for the protection of civil rights 
today. 

English
In English, students cel-

ebrated the culmination of 
our writing unit on memoir 

by participating in a gallery walk. Taking place the week before 

winter break, this joint Explorer/Flier activity gave students the 
opportunity to publish their own memoirs and both read and 
commend the work of fellow writers. Over the past months, 
students crafted memoirs, following each step of the writing 
process from brainstorming and analyzing mentor texts to draft-
ing, editing, and revising their own work. Students added another 
element to their memoirs by learning photography techniques 
such as camera angles and the rule of thirds. Students then staged 

and shot photographs that 
both employ these techniques 
and connect to their memoirs 
in a significant way. These 
photographs were displayed 
side-by-side with the mem-
oirs during our gallery walk. 

In January, students have 
been focused on learning 
various ways in which writers 
organize information in non-
fiction texts. As we head into 
February, students will be 
studying the life and work of 
Langston Hughes in prepara-
tion for our annual 7th Grade 
Coffee House on Friday, Feb 

24th. Please save the date for this evening event!

Students in Ms. Carino’s and Ms. Hargrave’s English 
classes provide feedback on classmates’ writing during a 
celebratory gallery walk in December.
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6th Grade News - Trailblazers
Tiffany Mitchell, Trailblazers US History Teacher

Life Science
Robert Hooke. Matthias Schleiden. 

Theodor Schwann. These are some of 
the scientists responsible for helping 
compose the Cell Theory. Students 
are currently studying them and others 
along with what cells are. They have 
looked at and compared animal cells 
(their own cheek cells) and plant cells, 
preparing their own wet mount slides 
in the process. We have many students 
who have become experts at using a 

compound microscope! 
Students are preparing to write essays on living cells that 

compare those that are organisms and those that are not. As the 
end of second quarter nears, students will prepare for their next 
arts integration project, which will be on the topic of cells. The 
Kenmore Science Fair will be held on Wednesday, Jan 18, 2017, 
from noon until 2:30 PM in the Black Box. All projects will be 
on display at Science Night on Thursday, Jan 19, 2017, from 6:00 
to 7:30 PM.

Math
Math-7 has been working on one and two-step equations since 

before winter break. We will finish out the unit with one-step 
inequalities. The next unit will cover functions and sequences.

Math-8 finished their one and two-step equation and inequal-
ity unit before winter break. We are now working on graphing 
linear equations and functions. Students are making connections 
between tables, graphs, words and rules. The next unit will cover 
percentages, rates and ratios.

January is a busy month filled with days that demand recogni-
tion, Martin Luther King Jr. holiday, the inauguration, Science 
Night and a special field trip to the National Museum of African 
American History and Culture. In the midst of all of these won-
derful events, the end of 2nd Quarter is rapidly approaching and 
we encourage all Trailblazers to finish it strong! 

Science
In 6th Grade Science, students are learning about the chemical 

and physical properties of water that make it an amazing com-
pound. Unlike most substances, it becomes less dense when it 
becomes solid (freezes), which makes it float, protecting much of 
the earth’s waterways. It also holds on to heat very well, mak-
ing it excellent for spreading the sun’s heat evenly across the 

planet (at least more than almost every other planet). It also holds 
together in amazing ways, having interesting benefits to plants, 
animals, and the universe. Ask your student for more fun facts 
about the properties of water this month.

Math 
In Math 6 with Ms. Pollard, students are currently completing 

a unit on decimals and ratios. Students will enter a unit on data 
and statistics at the end of January. 

In Math 7 for 6th graders, students will be modeling and solv-
ing equations and inequalities for the month of January. Hands on 
manipulatives will be used and there will be a focus on algebraic 
language. The following math key terms will be very important 
during the current unit. 

Key Terms: Variable, Coefficient, Constant, Expression, Equa-
tion, Inequality, Balance, Isolate

Equations
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Inequalities

English
In English, we’re wrapping up a focus on narrative elements 

and demonstrating our knowledge through writing and creative 
skits. To conclude our unit, students will work together in small 
groups to create and perform short skits representing various 
styles of conflicts. Also, our students deserve congratulations for 
their great increases in scores on their middle of year Lexile level 
assessment. (https://lexile.com/about-lexile/how-to-get-lexile-
measures/)

US History, Civics & Economics I
Historians are becoming experts in the American Revolution. 

We have been learning about the events, causes and key individu-
als of the American Revolution. As we are an arts-integrated 
school, Trailblazer historians worked with a partner or a small 
group to write and perform (many even created props) a short 
skit based on the sentiments of colonist about the Stamp Act of 
1765. The plays were phenomenal. Ken-
more more is also a technology focus 
school, so historians created thrilling 
iMovie Trailers on the causes leading to 
the American Revolution. All of these 
events are important in the shaping our 
new nation, which will be the focus of 
our next unit.

https://lexile.com/about-lexile/how-to-get-lexile-measures/
https://lexile.com/about-lexile/how-to-get-lexile-measures/
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6th Grade News - Innovators
Kristen Bodenhofer, Innovators Reading Teacher

Language Arts
In Ms Horton’s reading and English class the students just finished their 

December/January book talk. Students dressed up as the character in their 
book. Everyone did an amazing job and showed a true understanding of 
character traits and actions. The next book talk will be free choice and will 
involve the students showing their story structure comprehension by creat-
ing a flip book. 

Throughout the next quarter students will continue to focus on making 
inference and identifying main idea. In this upcoming quarter we will turn 
our focus to drawing conclusions, fact and opinion, making predictions.

As a culmination to their study of text-structure applications, students 
in Mrs. Lydon’s English classes demonstrated a wide array of skills as 
they taught classmates how to play instruments, cook, master computer 
apps and games, perform magic tricks, draw, paint, sculpt with paper or 
duct tape, tie a tie, shoot marbles, and conduct science experiments. Next 
budding writers will be asking relatives and friends to share stories of large 
and small life-changing events. We will examine themes in literature before 
writing personal memoirs. Two standardized reading tests will end the 
marking period.

In Ms. Bodenhofer’s Reading classes, we’ve continued to focus on the 
organizational structures author’s use in non-fiction text. Students are able 
to identify Cause and Effect, Problem and Solution, Compare and Contrast, 
Description, and Chronological/Sequential patterns in text by pairing the 
content of the text with signal words that are indicative of the structure 
used. We recently broke into groups to research the life and legacy of Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. and will continue to reflect on his powerful words 
and how they relate to our lives today. 
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Social Studies
This month, Innovator historians learned about the causes of the American Revolution. After studying the effects of the Stamp Act, 

students became actors and actresses and created scripts from the perspectives of the colonists in 1765. They then performed their 
skits for their peers. Students then read about key people and events of the Revolution and discussed the challenges the Continental 
Army faced against the British Empire.

Math
In Math 6, students are finishing up their Ratios unit. Students examined part 

to part and part to whole ratios and reviewed how these can be represented as 
fractions, decimals, and percents. Math 6 students are transitioning into a Data 
Analysis unit. Students will be asked to write a survey, collect data and then 
present it in multiple representations. Students will be learning how to analyze 
this data and will discover a new hands-
on method for finding the mean called the 
balance point. 

Math 7 students have been solving one 
and two-step equations through models and 
algorithms. Soon, they will be transition-
ing into inequalities and linear functions. 

Linear functions are a way to represent the relationship between two sets of numbers. Students 
will represent the relationships with tables, graphs, rules and words. 

Science
Innovator science students enjoyed testing their completed watershed models at the start of 

the New Year. Each group had the opportunity to have “rain” fall on their model and watch pre-
cipitation run down their tributaries toward their oceans or lakes. All classes had great discus-
sions about why some watershed models worked better than others. We are now learning about 
properties of water as we use magnets to explore water’s polarity.
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6th Grade News - Visionaries
Sharon Solórzano, Visionaries US History Teacher

Math 
In math this month we are developing some critical skills in 

both math 6 and math 7 for 6th graders. Math 6 students are 
starting their unit on ratios which is everything about propor-
tional reasoning. This single skill will follow them for the rest of 
their lives and we will be taking our time to foster this essential 
understanding. 

In math 7 for 6th graders we are delving into algebra study-
ing equations and inequalities. These students are learning the 
language of mathematics and how we show relationships using 
symbols for known and unknown quantities.

We are also taking the Math Inventory soon for the second 
time this school year. This test tells us where a student is in the 
grand scheme of math education. Also in Math Counts we will be 
selecting our travel team on January 23rd as the competition is 
coming up very soon in February on the 4th.

Science
Visionary Scientists learned about all of the abiotic parts of a 

watershed; tributaries, headwaters, meanders, point bars, flood 
plains, deltas, river mouth, and the different kinds of wetlands. 
They applied this knowledge to create watershed models. Groups 
collaborated design ideas to build watersheds made out of salt 
dough. Models were assessed when “Thunderstorm Keish” 
rained on the watersheds and we observed where the water went. 
Though this was a challenging task, most Visionary Scientists 
were successful in their designs and models. Great Work!

English
Students in Ms. Kennedy’s English class worked on personal 

narrative writing of a small but important moment. Working 
with co-teacher Ms. Hesla, students illustrated their work with 
cut paper abstract art making. This art technique was used to 
assist students in further developing their ideas through a visual 
medium which will be used in revising their writing. This lesson 
was created to support our art’s integration mission at Kenmore. 
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Beautiful products Visionaries! 
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US History, Civics & Economics
Young historians finished their unit on Colonial America and began studying the American Revolu-

tion. Students are learning how to appropriately harness technology to become focused researchers and 
digital citizens. Students enrolled in Ms. Solórzano’s Google Classroom are excited about watching 
engaging videos and creating iMovie trailers. This leads to participating in lively discussions about 
history.

Students also created timelines to frame their understanding of the chronology of the causes and 
events of the American Revolution. Next, students will analyze the Patriot vs. Loyalist debate using 

primary resources, and take a stand on whether to fight for freedom, or remain loyal to the king. 
Reading
Visionaries are “Reading to Succeed!” Students read about plastic pollu-

tion and how it negatively impacts marine life and other animals around the 
world. They created public service announcements to raise awareness and 
generated ideas on how to solve the problem. Students worked in groups to 
create story boards, slideshows, and iMovies to share with their classmates. 
In the upcoming months, Visionaries will learn how to make predictions, 
draw conclusions, make inferences, and distinguish between fact and opin-
ion.
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  Kenmore Calendar

Date Time Event
Date Time Event
Tuesday, Jan 17 All Day ACCESS Testing (Globetrotters) 
Wednesday, Jan 18 All Day ACCESS Testing (Globetrotters) 
Wednesday, Jan 18 12:15 p.m. - 2:25 p.m. Science Fair
Wednesday, Jan 18 2:30 p.m. - 4:15 p.m. Bowen McCauley Dance
Thursday, Jan 19 All Day ACCESS Testing (Globetrotters) 
Thursday, Jan 19 5:30 p.m. - 5:45 p.m. Science Night
Thursday, Jan 19 3:15 p.m. Girls’ Basketball Game vs. Jefferson @ Kenmore
Friday, Jan 20 All Day Inauguration Day (No School) 
Monday, Jan 23 2:30 p.m. - 4:15 p.m. Talent Show Auditions 
Tuesday, Jan 24 9:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. National Museum of A. American History and Culture (Fliers) 
Tuesday, Jan 24 3:15 p.m. Girls Basketball Game @ Gunston
Tuesday, Jan 24 2:30 p.m. - 4:15 p.m. Talent Show Auditions 
Wednesday, Jan 25 All Day ACCESS Testing (140 Main Stream Students) 
Wednesday, Jan 25 9:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. National Museum of A. American History and Culture 
Wednesday, Jan 25 6:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. Honors Band Rehearsal 
Wednesday, Jan 25 2:30 p.m. - 4:15 p.m. Bown McCauley Dance
Thursday, Jan 26 All Day ACCESS Testing (140 Main Stream Students) 
Thursday, Jan 26 3:15 p.m. Wrestling @ Wiliiamsburg
Thursday, Jan 26 6:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. Girls’ Basketball vs. Williamsburg @ Kenmore
Friday, Jan 27 All Day ACCESS Testing (140 Main Stream Students) 
Friday, Jan 27 6:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. Honors Band Rehearsal 
Saturday, Jan 28 All Day Honors Band Rehearsal and Concert
Monday, Jan 30 9:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. National Museum of A. American History and Culture (Explorers) 
Tuesday, Jan 31 All Day Last day for transfer applications to a high school or high school program
Tuesday, Jan 31 All Day NAEP Testing (50 8th Graders) 
Tuesday, Jan 31 9:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. National Museum of A. American History and Culture (6th Grade) 
Thursday, Feb 2 3:15 p.m. Wrestling Match vs. Swanson @Kenmore
Friday, Feb 3 All Day Grade Preparation Day
Friday, Feb 3 All Day District 12 Honors Band 
Saturday, Feb 4 All Day District 12 Honors Band 
Thursday, Feb 9 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. Course Information Night
Friday, Feb 10 All Day Early Release
Friday, Feb 10 All Day MS District Choir (Herndon) 
Saturday, Feb 11 All Day MS District Choir (Herndon) 
Monday, Feb 13 2:30 p.m. - 4:15 p.m. Talent Show Rehearsals 
Tuesday, Feb 14 All Day Report Cards Go Hoome
Tuesday, Feb 14 2:30 p.m. - 4:15 p.m. Talent Show Rehearsals 
Tuesday, Feb 14 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. PTA Meeting - KMS Library
Wednesday, Feb 15 2:45 p.m. - 4:15 p.m. Talent Show
Wednesday, Feb 15 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. Talent Show
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Date Time Event
Thursday, Feb 16 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. Pre-Assessment Concert (Symphonic Band) - Washington-Lee High School, 1301 

N Stafford St, Arlington, VA 22201, USA 
Friday, Feb 17 All Day Strings Day (for 6th Grade) - Kenmore Middle School, 200 S Carlin Springs Rd, 

Arlington, VA 22204, United States 
Monday, Feb 20 All Day Presidents’ Day (No School) 
Friday, Feb 24 All Day Focus Open House 
Friday, Feb 24 All Day Coffee House
Saturday, Feb 25 10:00 a.m. - noon Hispanic Parent Meeting - Library 
Monday, Feb 27 2:30 p.m. - 4:15 p.m. Pre-Assessment Rehearsal Orchestra (6 th grades) 
Tuesday, Feb 28 2:30 p.m. - 4:15 p.m. Pre-Assessment Rehearsal (7th and 8th grade) - Kenmore Middle School, 200 S 

Carlin Springs Rd, Arlington, VA 22204, USA 
Friday, Mar 3 All Day Parent/Teacher Conferences 
Friday, Mar 3 All Day District XII MS Band Assessment (Symphonic Band) - Marshall High School, 

7731 Leesburg Pike, Falls Church, VA 22043, USA 
Saturday, Mar 4 All Day District XII MS Band Assessment (Symphonic Band) - Marshall High School, 

7731 Leesburg Pike, Falls Church, VA 22043, USA 

  Save the Date

Day Time Event
14 Feb 2017 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. PTA Meeting - KMS Libary
14 Mar 2017 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. PTA Meeting - KMS Library
4 Apr 2017 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. PTA Meeting - KMS Library
9 May 2017 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. PTA Meeting - KMS Library

Scenes from Comedy of Errors performed Jan 12 and 13th
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