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KMS Veni, Vidi, Vici 
Liz Egbert, Latin Teacher

On Nov 20th and 21st, five Kenmore 
students - James Byron, Kimi Reed, Lynn 
McGwier, Dani Oliver, and Attie Dempsey 
from KMS Latin I and II classes attended 
the Virginia Junior Classical League conven-
tion in Richmond, Virginia.

They joined 1,600 other Latin and Greek 
students from all over Virginia, taking part 
in academic contests, art projects, perfor-
mances, lectures, games, a Roman banquet, 
dance, and karaoke.

Several Kenmore students won awards for 
their projects or exam scores.

Attie Dempsey placed 4th for her pencil 
drawing

Kimi Reed won 7th place for her Pegasus 
doll

Dani Oliver won 3rd place in photography
Lynn McGwier scored 5th place on the 

Mythology exam
Congratulations to all the students who 

attended and best of luck to everyone at next 
year’s convention!

Happy Holidays!!
If you do your holiday shopping at Amazon please do so through the following 

link: https://www.amazon.com/?_encoding=UTF8&tag=kenmorepta-20. Selecting the 
Kenmore PTA in the Amazon Smile program provides our school with four to seven 
percent of your purchase at no cost to you. The PTA has already earned about $450 and 
this only includes items purchased this year.

Our next meeting on Jan 10, 2017 will include 
a presentation from Second Chance Arlington, an 
educational program for Arlington middle and high 
school students who have been experimenting with 
alcohol and/or drugs (https://www.secondchancear-

lington.org/). The program helps teens learn how substance use affects their physical 
and mental health so they can avoid using drugs and alcohol. This meeting will be at 
7:00 p.m. in the Kenmore cafeteria.

Reflecting on 2016 and Looking Forward to 2017
At this time of year, our region joins most areas of the country getting ready for 

Winter Break and to ring in the New Year. I think Albert Einstein had it right—time 
is relative. I know many at school, including myself, feel like the year has flown by. 
This time of year provides a time of reflection even amidst the hectic pace that seems 
to accompany December. Setting aside some time to reflect and reconnect with what is 
important to you in life is vital to keeping a healthy perspective—for parents, teachers, 
and even for students—and certainly for administrators!

Reading something for pleasure, sharing a meal with family, playing a game, going 
to the movies, giving a gift, having a conversation, enjoying art or music, taking a 

https://www.amazon.com/?_encoding=UTF8&tag=kenmorepta-20
https://www.secondchancearlington.org/
https://www.secondchancearlington.org/
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Our subsequent meetings will be Feb 14, Mar 14, Apr 4 (1st Tues), and May 
9th. We generally meet in the Kenmore library.

Our silent auction is coming up in February. We’re putting together a great se-
lection of items for you. To whet your appetite, here are a few of our supporters:

http://david.mcbride@apsva.us
http://angie.close@apsva.us
http://christine.joy@apsva.us
http://louis.villafane@apsva.us
http://kenmoreptapresident@gmail.com 
http://stewbrew5@gmail.com 
http://csherman22@verizon.net 
http://timothymwatson@gmail.com  
http://timothymwatson@gmail.com  
http://ed.bracken@apsva.us
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Hour of Code
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Principally Speaking - Continued
Continued from page 1
walk, visiting a neighbor, taking a road trip or being a tourist in 
your own town, making something homemade for a loved one, 
baking cookies or a pie—these and other activities that bring 
mindfulness to our busy days and help center us on what is truly 
important are all encouraged. Take the time, as best you can, to 
reflect, reconnect, and rejuvenate over the holiday. Our students, 
faculty, and staff, have been working hard this year—and we can 
benefit from down time. 

The respite is meant for family, fun, and for many, faith and 
reflection. Unfortunately for many this time of year can bring 
anxiety because of the increased pace. Parents have to juggle 
plans, schedules change for students, and the anticipation of the 
holiday—in all its many facets and ex-
pressions--is sometimes overwhelming. 
It’s hard for some to maintain perspec-
tive; a tradition of giving can steamroll 
into something completely different. At 
school, we have tried to plan the lead 
up to the break in a thoughtful manner, 
and we have also tried to emphasize 
thinking of others and giving back to the 
community. Let me encourage you to 
take this upcoming gift of time to enjoy 
your family, not fret about school, and to 
relax so when we launch into 2017 we 
are at our very best.

It was a great month at Kenmore-
-from The Hour of Code, to a field trip 
to James Madison University, to stellar 
dance and music performances, work-

shops and clubs—like TAB, WyldeLife and Phoenix Bikes—to 
the Outdoor Lab and top flight classroom instruction. We also 
welcomed interested parents to our middle school transfer ori-
entation and got great feedback on our arts and tech focus. We 
continue to take a hard look at STEAM (science, technology, 
engineering, art, and math) and you will be hearing more about 
enhanced offerings in regard to these fields at Kenmore in the 
coming months. We will also be putting out recommendations for 
screen time and how to balance parenting in the digital age.

The support and encouragement our school has garnered over 
the years from a range of parents and community members is ap-
preciated and valued. Thank you for coming out to support your 
child at our many performances, as well as your support for Ken-
more students in general. Kenmore has the “one thing” challenge 
to all parents—which essentially asks parents to give back one 

thing to the school during your child’s 
three-year middle school experience. 
Many of you go well above and beyond 
that, and we thank you for your efforts.

One way we see support for our 
school is in attendance at our shows. 
Two weeks ago we had a full house 
for two nights in a row for The Rebel 
Nutcracker. This is significant given that 
we seat 850 in the largest auditorium 
in APS. We saw parents, grandparents, 
neighbors, friends, dance enthusiasts and 
alumni come out to support the show. 
Congratulations to the performers as 
well as Ms. Pradas and her team. Last 
week our Winter Concert Series featured 
the fabulous Kenmore Music Depart-
ment and was well-received by students, 
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staff, and parents. Congratulations to the Kenmore Chorus, 
Orchestra, and Band, as well as to Mr. Faison, Mr. Riley, and Dr. 
Waller. The student assemblies for both The Rebel Nutcracker 
and The Winter Concert were both fantastic and students support-
ed their peers who were performing on stage. This is a hallmark 
of Kenmore—many student performances and opportunities 
throughout the school to showcase a wide range of talent. 

For example, last week while the Boys’ Basketball Team was 
competing valiantly in our gym, a Shakespeare workshop was 
underway in our Blackbox. Just walking around the school you 
could get a feel for the different avenues for talent that we have 
here at Kenmore. ACT II Art students were presenting on their 
sculptures, students were practicing music, Shakespeare was in 
full force in the Blackbox, and the gym was rocking. By the way, 
if you have not seen our version of the Mannequin Challenge, 
check out our Twitter feed. We had a fun time at halftime and 
included our friends from Williamsburg Middle School in the 
panorama. 

In regard to thinking of others, the second canned food drive is 
well underway. We have collected many items for 20 local fami-

lies that will be receiving gift boxes. These gift boxes include gift 
cards and food items. The generosity of the Kenmore community 
in regard to this effort is much appreciated. For eight years in a 
row our ACPD School Resource Officer, Jackie Pagan, and my-
self have delivered gift boxes to the homes of local families. We 
do this twice a year, once before Thanksgiving, and once before 
Winter Break. Please know that your donations go directly to Ar-
lington families. What we collect we distribute to those in need. 
We work with our Counseling Services Office and our school 
social worker to make sure we take care of our families. It may 
be hard to imagine, but the need is great even in a resource-rich 
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area like Arlington, and the school’s effort to brighten a holiday 
is overwhelmingly greeted with smiles and a “thank you!” 

We have much to be thankful for at Kenmore—and much of 
that appreciation is found in the top flight faculty and staff that 
we have attracted to our school. The shared commitment in mak-
ing a real impact on our community is felt across the organiza-
tion, and some standout staff members will be mentioned in the 
upcoming APS Employee of the Year event later on in the spring. 
Kenmore convened a faculty nominating committee and the fol-
lowing employees were chosen to represent our school. Each is 
emblematic of the notion that the profession is not just about one 
person, but about the school and the community. They each have 
given above and beyond the typical expectation for service. 

You will hear more about them in the next issue. If you would 
like to send a letter of support, we welcome you to do so. 

Ms. Holly Ousley—School Librarian, Teacher of the Year, 
T-Scale

Mr. Edgardo Zambrano, Facilities Manager, Support Staff of 
the Year, E-Scale

Ms. Hada Molina—Instructional Assistant, Support Staff of the 
Year, A-Scale

Ms. Yesly Gonzales—Administrative Services, Support Staff 
of the Year, G-Scale

Mr. Angel Borgay—Custodial Services, Support Staff of the 
Year, M-Scale

Please join me in congratulating these members of our staff. 
We will feature more of their contributions to our school and 
community next month.

Thanks again for your support. Check out our Twitter feed for 
more highlights. We are fortunate. On behalf of the Kenmore 
Faculty and Staff, I’d like to wish you and your family a wonder 
holiday and very bright New Year.

The best is yet to come.

Box Tops for Education
Helen Parkhurst, Math Teacher

Just as a reminder: we are participating 
in Box Tops for Education. The money 
collected from this worthwhile program is 
being put into a fund to be used as schol-
arship money for students who are in need 
of financial support throughout the year.

The program is very simple. If you purchase an item that has 
the “Box Tops For Education” logo on it, simply clip along the 
dotted edge of the logo and return these box tops to school. Each 
“Box Top For Education” is worth ten cents. There is a collection 
box in the main office. You can also put the box tops in Helen 
Parkhurst’s teacher box in the mailroom.

Many of you have been trimming them before submitting them 
to me. Thanks so much for the thoughtfulness in doing so 

There are over one hundred participating products. These 
products include General Mills cereals; Betty Crocker; Pillsbury; 
Ziploc; Kleenex; Pop Secret; to name a few. You may log on to 
www.boxtops4education.com for more information.

A special thank you to Ms. Bowen’s Life Skills students who 
do a fabulous job trimming and bundling the box tops.

KMS Online Store is Open
Cinnamon Melchor, PTA School Supplies

We know teachers have plenty of classroom 
needs. We started a Sign-Up Genius board 
for teachers to request items for their classes; 
parents can sign up and send the items in via 
backpack mail or drop them in the office. 
That URL is http://www.signupgenius.com/
go/30e094da9a72aa7f94-kenmore1. 

If you have any questions about school sup-
plies or want to help, email kenmore.store@gmail.com.

http://www.boxtops4education.com
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e094da9a72aa7f94-kenmore1
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e094da9a72aa7f94-kenmore1
mailto:kenmore.store%40gmail.com?subject=
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2016-17 PTA Reflections Contest - Arlington County Level Results
Kate Kerr, PTA Reflections Chair

Entries from all grades and all abilities welcome.

DEADLINE FOR ENTRIES:

FOR DETAILS, CONTACT:

PTA.ORG/REFLECTIONS
Learn more and get involved!

Be a Part of PTA’s Re�ections® Program

2016–2017 THEME:

What Is 
Your Story?

Thursday, October 20, 2016, place in the Kenmore Library

See Reflections page on Kenmore web site / Kate Kerr, kerrx3@verizon.net

Congratulations to the following two Kenmore students whose 
creative entries for the PTA Reflections contest have won 1st place 
(“Outstanding Interpretation of the Theme”) at the Arlington county 
level, and have therefore moved on to the Northern Virginia level of 
the competition:

Name: Ari Alexis , Artwork: “about me”, Category: Film Produc-
tion

Name: Abigail Burkholder, Artwork: “Fireflies”, Category: Literature
These students, along with the other entrants who won at our Kenmore school level, 

McCarley Keish (photography: “Friends through the eyes of nature”) and Lauren Put-
tock (visual arts: “Visiting my Grandfather”), will be recognized at an Arlington County 
Awards Ceremony in January. Kenmore Middle School is very proud of everyone’s 
creativity and achievement.

40 Books
Rachelle Naab, Editor

Winter break is a great time to 
read. It may not be enough time to 
read all of the Harry Potter books or 
all four books on the history of the 
Ring but you can make up for all the 
times during the last semester you 
didn’t have the time to complete all 
30 minutes of your required reading. 

If nothing else the following could be a list for stocking stuffers.
Aristotle and Dante Discover the Secrets of 

the Universe
Benjamin Alire Sáenz
I didn’t know anything about this book 

when I checked it out so was completely sur-
prised by its narrator and its content but I’m 
glad I didn’t I might not have read it. It would 
have been a tremendous loss for me if I had 

skipped it because I thought it held nothing of interest for me. It 
was witty and smart, warm and thoughtful, detailed characters 
and very believable. I felt enriched for having read it.

Feed
M T Anderson
I mentioned this author in October but this 

novel rather than being placed in the Ameri-
can Revolution is a dystopian novel that be-
gins with Spring Break on the moon. Ander-
son has created a whole new vocabulary for 
this novel like 1984 or A Clockwork Orange. 

The characters themselves have created a summary of the story: 
'“It’s about this meg normal guy, who doesn’t think about any-
thing until one wacky day, when he meets a dissident with a heart 

of gold.” I said, “Set against the backdrop of America in its final 
days, it’s the high-spirited story of their love together, it’s laugh-
out-loud funny, really heartwarming, and a visual feast.” I picked 
up her hand and held it to my lips. I whispered to her fingers. 
“Together, the two crazy kids grow, have madcap escapades, 
and learn an important lesson about love. They learn to resist the 
feed. Rated PG-13. For language,” I whispered, “and mild sexual 
situations.”' 

The Raven Boys
Maggie Stiefvater
Blue Sargent is a girl who designs her own 

clothes, has been raised in an all female house-
hold of psychics with no psychic abilities of 
her own. She has no idea who her father is and 
lives under a curse that her kiss will kill her true 

love, plus she lives in Virginia. I couldn’t put the book down, or 
the next one, or the one after that.

A Man Called Ove
Fredrik Backman
People are raving about this novel and it 

looks like it is going to be made into a movie. 
I liked it, maybe not as much as everyone else, 
but I liked it. Grouchy Swedish guy constantly 
interrupted as he tries to commit suicide untils 
he finds a reason to live.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benjamin_Alire_S%C3%A1enz
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dystopian
http://www.simonandschuster.com/authors/Fredrik-Backman/411545926
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MLK Winner Announced
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Literary and Visual Arts Contest 

Winners Announced
Susan Cordova will represent Kenmore Middle School as one 

of the 24 entries chosen out of more than 1,000 submissions in 
this year’s contest. A video highlighting this year’s winners will 
be presented at Arlington County’s 47th annual tribute to Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. on Sunday, Jan 15th at Wakefield High 
School, 1325 S. Dinwiddie St. The Arlington School Board will 
also honor the students at its meeting on Thursday, Jan 19th at 
7:30 p.m. Ms. Cordova placed third for her Literary Art submis-
sion.

Dr. King’s dedication and commitment resonated with people 
across our nation and throughout the world. Today, his fearless 
dedication to equality and peaceful progress continue to inspire 
and challenge all of us. On March 8th, 1965, Dr. King spoke 
about courage and said, “Our lives begin to end the day we 
become silent about things that matter.” Dr. King urged all of 
us to feel passionate about freedom and justice—when we feel 
strongly, we must speak up and not remain silent. The students 
used this quote from Dr. King, to inspire their entries.

Here are some resources for parents to view in consideration for alternative high school programs.
Presentation: http://careercenter.apsva.us/wp-content/uploads/sites/11/2016/12/PTA-Presentations-Online.pdf
AETV Video (great footage of what learning looks like in PBL): https://vimeo.com/191550672
Why Arlington Tech (student/staff interviews by Susannah): https://vimeo.com/194682827
List of our upcoming events. https://careercenter.apsva.us/upcoming-events/

Alternative High School Options
Joey Skoloda, Kenmore Teacher, SPED

Ship Breaker
Paolo Bacigalupi
This book is set in a set in a post-apocalyp-

tic future where the polar ice caps have melted 
and New Orleans is underwater. It started off 
fast and furious but fizzled at the very end. It 
was still a good read it had interesting ideas; the 

most affluent live at sea while the destitute struggle on land deal-
ing with the effects of global warming.

Impulse
Ellen Hopkins
I read Impulse because it was listed in the 

New York Times top ten best seller list for 
teens. It was well written and complex and the 
charachters were fully developed and realistic. 
It deals with very serious topics; bi-polar dis-

order, cutting, etc. The three main charachters have all attempted 
suicide and it tracks their progress in a rehabilitation center. For 
those teens more interested in melodrama I imagine they would 
like the novel, as a parent it just made me sad. I imagine it would 
be one of those books that would generate a great deal of discus-
sion which is never bad.

More Nutcracker pictures because there was space ...

http://careercenter.apsva.us/wp-content/uploads/sites/11/2016/12/PTA-Presentations-Online.pdf
https://vimeo.com/191550672
https://vimeo.com/194682827
https://careercenter.apsva.us/upcoming-events/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paolo_Bacigalupi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Post-apocalyptic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Post-apocalyptic
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FACEBOOK.COM/ARLINGTONSTUDENTFILMFESTTWITTER.COM/FILMFESTAPSARLINGTONSTUDENTFILMFEST@GMAIL

RLINGTON STUDENT FILMFEST PRESENTS:   

WINTER 
SCREENPLAY 

CONTEST  
2017 

All screenplays will be 
read & receive feedback 

from a panel of  
Þlm directors, writers  

and educators.

Several winning screenplays  
will be read live & aloud  

by professional & student actors  
for a live audience  

(with further live feedback). 

Prizes include medals, giftcards &  
equipment, personnel  

& budget support  
to move top screenplays 

into production! 

Made possible by 
Washington For-
rest Foundation,  

APS Arts Ed, APS 
parents & students. 

CALLING ALL APS WRITERS! 
ENTER: tinyurl.com/screenplay17entry      

Deadline to enter your screenplay: January 25, 2017 
MORE INFO: tinyurl.com/screenplay17FAQ 

Enter a screenplay for a short Þlm. 
1-15 pages, Subject and Style of your choice. 

No entry fee, no limit to # of entries per student. 
Separate Middle & High School Categories. 

First time screenwriters welcome!



Page 10

December 2016 The Kenmore Cougar Vol. 16, No. 4

 

Contact Name : Thomas Mallan 
Organization : Arlington Student FilmFest 
tinyurl.com/asff-resources /  facebook.com/arlingtonstudentfilmfest  
twitter.com/filmfestaps   /  instagram.com/arlingtonstudentfilmfest 
Email: arlingtonstudentfilmfest@gmail.com 
Phone: (703) 228-6363 ( at H-B Woodlawn); (703) 622-5139 (cell)  

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
WHAT: First annual SCREENPLAY CONTEST for APS Middle and High School Students, 
sponsored by the ARLINGTON STUDENT FILM FEST 
WHERE: H-B Woodlawn Auditorium, 4100 Vacation Lane 
WHEN: Entry Deadline January 25, 2017;  

  Live Screenplay Festival February 27, 2017 
CONTACT: Thomas Mallan, Festival Organizer and Host (H-B Film & Theatre teacher),  
 
Announcing a brand new contest for Middle and High School students of Arlington Public 
Schools: The first annual ASFF WINTER SCREENPLAY CONTEST! 
 
PLEASE HELP SPREAD THE WORD to APS Middle and High School students  
with an interest in WRITING and/or FILMMAKING: 
 
Students may submit a script for a short film that: 
--you have already written, or already filmed, or a new screenplay you'd like feedback on; or 
--you plan to shoot and submit for the June 2017 Filmfest; or 
--you don't think you yourself could ever produce--perhaps for practical reasons, like location, 
casting or effects requirements.  
 
In short: submit a screenplay for any short film you like, from 1 to 15 pages in length.  More on formatting, 

judging, submission guidelines and more at tinyurl.com/screenplay17FAQ 
 
Finalists will receive a live reading from professional and student actors as well as live feedback 
and q&a from the audience and judges at our Screenplay Festival on February 27.  There will 
be modest prizes as well, thanks to our kind sponsors and fundraisers.  As always, you'll get 
feedback whether your film is selected as a finalist or not. 
 

Entry form is at tinyurl.com/screenplay17entry 
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Concert Performances
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Rebel Nutcracker
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Focus News
Shauna Dyer, Kenmore Focus Coordinator

December has been a month of perfor-
mances. In two weeks we have had three 
performances of the Nutcracker, a perfor-
mance from the chorus, a performance from 
the orchestra, a performance from the band 
and a combined music performance. Thank 

you to everyone who supported these performances by coming to 
see them or by lending a helping hand.

Our next big performance will be “A 
Comedy of Errors” performed by the ACT II 
Theater Arts class on Jan 12th and Jan 13th, 
2017 at 7:00 p.m.

We are pleased to announce that we will be 
able to add two ACT II classes to the offerings 
during second semester. Teen Living, taught 

by Ms. Beverly Coyle and Digital Input Technologies, taught 
by Ms. Jureen Benjamin will be offered from Feb 7-June 15. If 
your child would like to sign up for either of these classes, please 
contact your child’s counselor. If your child is already registered 
for a second semester ACT II class and he/she no longer wants to 
participate, please contact your child’s counselor or Shauna Dyer 
(shauna.dyer@apsva.us) to have them withdrawn as we have 
many students on our waitlists.

The Bowen McCauley Dance resi-
dency program will begin Jan 11th. 
The program provides free modern 
dance instruction once a week on 
Wednesdays in the Kenmore dance 
studio. Under the guidance of BMD 

dancers, students will work together to prepare several pieces 
that will be performed in the spring at Kenmore for school 
groups and the community. All interested students are invited to 
“audition” on Jan 11th after school from 2:35-4:15 p.m. Abso-
lutely no experience is necessary and both boys and girls are en-

couraged to participate. During the audition, students will learn a 
piece of choreography. Auditions are used to provide an opportu-
nity for students to try the program out while also demonstrating 
a commitment should they elect to join the program. 

Thanks to the efforts of fitness teacher, 
Will Harber, 6th and 7th graders will 
have the opportunity to visit the new 
National Museum of African American 
History and Culture in January. We are 
hoping to secure tickets for the 8th grade 
in the spring. Although the museum is 
free, there is a transportation cost. We 

will be asking families to contribute $5 to help defray the costs of 
securing the needed buses for this trip. Students will be bringing 
home a letter and permission slips in early January.

mailto:shauna.dyer@apsva.us
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8th Grade News
Deborah Seidenstein, Math Teacher

7th Grade News
Lindsay Hargrave, English Teacher

English
 “Structures” is the theme for our 

current unit. Students have been reading dys-
topian literature and other texts dealing with 
structures in society. Currently, the kids are 
working on a utopian society arts-integration 
project.

Geography
So far this quarter, students in World Geography have finished 

up their study of Physical Gepgraphy, moved through Economic 
Geography, and are now working in North America. In Economic 
gepography, students learned about the distribution of weath 
and why some countries have a lot, and others only have a little. 
Students will be working on their second arts-integrated project 
of the year right before Winter Break, where they will design a 
sports pennant for a team of their creation that represents North 
American Geography. 

Science
Science 8 classes are in the mid-

dle of studying chemicals and the 
periodic table. They will continue 
exploring all the unique ways that 
matter interacts through the win-

ter. Students who have chosen to be a part of the Science Fair are 
finishing their projects and will be able to compete in Kenmore’s 
Science Fair on Jan 18, 2017. Best of luck to our competitors!

Algebra
The Algebra students have been learning how to graph equa-

tions using tables of values, x and y intercepts, and the slop-
intercept method. Students have mastered “slope” and hopefully 
realize that slope also refers to a constant rate of change. Graph-
ing calculators are used in the classroom as a checking tool. If 
a student would like to borrow a graphing calculator, a parent 
needs to complete the form accepting responsibility should the 
calculator be lost or damaged. Students are encouraged to leave 
the borrowed calculator at home. Determining line of best fit 
as well as graphing linear equations are a few of the lessons we 
will cover. As we progress in the quarter, students will be writing 
linear equations to model real life situations and then solving the 
systems. The graphing calculator will continue to be used as a 
checking tool.

Civics, Economics and History from 1865 to Today
This December, students began a crash-course 

in law and the judicial system. We put nursery-
rhyme and fairy-tale characters on trial; we 
learned the difference between civil and criminal 
cases. We also simulated a trial for the charac-
ters of Dr. Seuss’ Yertle the Turtle. We prepared 
for this trial simulation by learning about the 
jobs people do in a courtroom. During the 
simulation, student lawyers and witnesses pre-
sented their facts and arguments. Student jurors 
considered the evidence while a student judge 

presided. Even student bailiffs, reporters and artists had their re-
sponsibilities. All used their creativity and problem solving skills 
to apply our curriculum to real life. After winter break is over, 
students will continue their study of the Civil Rights Movement 
and link that history to the ongoing needs for the protection of 
civil rights today. 

English
In English, the art of 

the memoir has been our 
focus. Students have cre-
ated their own memoirs 

by following each step of the writing process from brainstorming 
and analyzing mentor texts to drafting, editing, and revising their 
own work. Students added another element to their memoirs by 
learning photography techniques such as camera angles and the 
rule of thirds. Students then staged and shot photographs that 
both employ these techniques and connect to their memoirs in a 
significant way. Leading up to winter break, students will have 
an opportunity to publish their work by participating in a gallery 
walk in Kenmore’s library. Students in Ms. Carino’s classes will 
join students in Ms. Hargrave’s classes for a cross-team celebra-
tion in which students will share their writing and photography 
with one another. 

Over break, students should continue their 
independent reading and progress toward 
achieving the 40-book challenge.



Page 15

December 2016 The Kenmore Cougar Vol. 16, No. 4

6th Grade News - Trailblazers
Tiffany Mitchell, Trailblazers US History Teacher

Fliers at the Outdoor Lab
Life Science
In 7th grade science during 2nd quarter students have been 

learning how to use microscopes. They observed different speci-
mens and then chose one for their arts integration microscope 
drawing which incorporated the elements of shape. They have 
looked at paramecia and their own cheek cells. They will also 
look at pond water to discover other unicellular organisms. 

All students went to the Outdoor Lab in Haymarket, VA, where 
they participated in a hands-on field trip about ecology. After 
winter break students will take a closer look at cells to learn 
about what is inside them and compare animal and plant cells.

The school year is going by fast with the holidays rapidly 
approaching. We ended our first quarter of middle school strong 
and our students are blazing a trail at Kenmore in several areas 
from content classes to the arts. We are looking to continue this 
momentum as we move swiftly through second quarter.

It is important trailblazers keep their 
minds active over winter break by read-
ing at least 30 minutes every day.

English 
In English, we’ll continue delving 

more deeply into the reading and writ-
ing process through a closer look at 
the narrative elements that effectively 
help create and tell elaborate stories. 

Students are utilizing their independent choice books to create a 
product that represents their reading.

Science
Trailblazers in science are learning all about watersheds; from 

identifying all the parts of watersheds we take for granted to 
making actual watersheds from soil to sculpting models like art-
ists. Watch for the signs along the highways during any holiday 
travels: “You are Entering the Chesapeake Bay Watershed” or 
river systems. Discuss wetlands and other features. Talk about 
why floods happen more now that Four Mile Run was made into 
a straight channel near Crystal City.

Science Night is coming soon (Jan 19th). Students will come to 
an evening event and demonstrate their favorite science activity. 
Ask your student what they will be demonstrating.

Math 6
Students are currently completing a unit on decimals, fractions 

and percents. There are many opportunities to pair their learning 
with real life situations and every day math during the holidays.
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 58/100 0.58 58% 

Math 6 for 7
Students are currently completing a unit of properties and algebraic expressions.

Multiplicative Inverse Property

Additive Inverse Property

Algebraic Expressions

Evaluate Evaluate 3z – 6 + -y   when z = 5 and y = 8

        3(5) – 6 + -8

         15 – 6 + -8

           9 + -8

             1
US History I, Civics and Economics

Historians wrapped up our unit on Colonial America with our first Performance Assessment Task (PATs), where students had to 
research a few colonies and create an advertisement to convince people from England to settle in a colony. We are now moving on to 
the American Revolution. Students will explore the causes and events that shaped the revolution by creating a timeline and an iMovie 
Trailer. Remember, iTunes U is a resource for students to use complete with extra videos, games and readings to enhance what we are 
learning in class.
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6th Grade News - Innovators
Kristen Bodenhofer, Innovators Reading Teacher

How is it already winter break? Innovators 
worked hard the first half of 2nd quarter and 
we’re seeing great progress. We hope all of 
our students have a wonderful winter break 
and come back in 2017 ready to take on the 
rest of the quarter.

Social Studies
In December, Innovators completed the first Performance Assessment Task 

(PAT) of the school year. Designed to give students an opportunity to expand on 
their knowledge of a historical topic, the PAT asked students to create an advertise-
ment encouraging others to move to one of the original 13 colonies.

After the PAT, students created a timeline depicting the causes and main events 
of the American Revolution. The assignment gave students the opportunity to 
research some of the events of the Revolution they found interesting.

English
This month, Innovator 

English students contin-
ued their study of narra-
tive forms by discussing 
plot, characters, settings, 
motivations, and themes 
in short stories and 
fables. We examined the 
use of similes, meta-

phors, personification, imagery, onomatopoeia, and hyperbole in 
poetry. Each student selected a nature poem to analyze. 

Our study of common and proper nouns explained the rules of 
capitalization. We will continue examining text structure in fic-
tion and nonfiction. Demonstration speeches in January will help 
in organizing presentations for Science Night.

Reading
In reading, we’ve been focusing on text structure, text struc-

ture, and more text structure. We’ve been looking at the differ-
ent ways authors organize information in non-fiction writing: 
Compare & Contrast, Problem & Solution, Description, Cause & 
Effect, and Chronological/Sequential. We’re using evidence from 
our readings, along with signal words, to determine the most 
prevalent structure.

Innovators continue to READ TO SUCCEED 
and we are proud of the great spectrum of genres 
represented during Independent Reading. Please 
read every day over the break.

Math
Innovators are finishing up Unit 3 (Fractions, 

Decimals, and Percents) with decimal word prob-
lems. We’re moving into Rates and Ratios after 
the New Year. Math 7 students are working hard 
on Equations. Winter Break is the perfect time to 
DREAMBOX. Every minute counts and helps 
you become a stronger math student.
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Science
Innovator scientists have been using their engineering skills to create a salt dough model of a watershed. Their creativity and inge-

nuity have really shone as they worked in small groups to complete this project. Students can’t wait to see if their models really work 
when Mrs. Godwin makes it “rain” on their projects. Getting our hands messy was a fun way to finish out the week before winter 
break
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Science
Sixth grade Visionary scientists are building salt dough 

models of a watershed. They are excited to participate in this 
hands-on authentic assessment. We can’t wait to share the fin-
ished results. The students always look forward to seeing their 
projects being displayed in the hallway. 

Math
Math Counts is in full swing and 

we are doing many fun and interesting 
problems after school. Our competi-
tion season is starting soon in just two 
months when February comes around 
so we’re working hard. Once we get 
closer to the competition I will be ask-
ing some of our members to be part 
of our travel team to take part in the 

competition. This is a fantastic opportunity for our kids to show 
what they’ve got in math and how we match up against the best 
of our area. I’m so proud of our group and am excited about what 
we’re doing! Happy Holidays!

US History, Civics & Economics
History students are integrating the arts and improving their 

social studies skills, while learning about the American Revolu-
tion. Students examined the causes and significant events of the 
Revolutionary War, and created artistic timelines to frame their 
understanding of chronology. 

Next, young historians will analyze primary and secondary 
resources, and create graphic speech bubbles for significant 
revolutionaries. For example, Patrick Henry famously exclaimed, 
“Give me liberty, or give me death!” Students will learn how Mr. 
Henry and other revolutionary figures inspired fellow colonists to 
challenge tyranny, defeating the British against all odds. 
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6th Grade News - Visionaries
Sharon Solórzano, Visionaries US History Teacher

Visionary teachers wish you happy holi-
days, a relaxing winter break, and a wonder-
ful New Year! 

Girl Power
Kenmore Girl Power is an empowerment 

group that focuses on health, wellness, fit-
ness, self-esteem, leadership, and community 

service. The purpose of the club is to inspire girls to feel confi-
dent and secure so they can make positive decisions in their lives. 
The girls explore careers, visit colleges, and share ideas with 
women leaders in the community. If you would like learn how 
you can support Kenmore Girl Power, please contact Ms. Taylor.

Reading
Visionaries continue to learn how to summarize important 

information and how to identify text structure. The process of 
identifying how text is organized encourages students to monitor 
their comprehension. Students are also in the process of present-
ing their Booktalk projects. Booktalks are short presentations 
designed to inspire others to read a book you enjoyed. They are 
also an effective tool to hook reluctant readers.

Ms. Kennedy's English students wore their "creative caps" as 
they used figurative language to create "I Am" poems. The goal 
of the poem was for students to reflect on their unique identity 
as individuals while examining their commonalities as collective 
team. Students also deconstructed the elements of fiction through 
the creation of plot graphs for their short story unit.
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  Kenmore Calendar

Date Time Event
Date Time Event
Monday, Jan 2 All Day Winter Break
Tuesday, Jan 31 2:30 p.m. - 4:15 p.m. Wrestling Practice Begins
Tuesday, Jan 31 2:30 p.m. - 4:15 p.m. Girls’ Basketball Tryouts
Thursday, Jan 5 7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. MS Transfer Orientation 
Monday, Jan 9 6:00 p.m. -7:00 p.m. Spring Orchestra Parent Mtg. - Kenmore Middle School, 200 S Carlin Springs 

Rd, Arlington, VA 22204, USA 
Tuesday, Jan 10 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. PTA Meeting - KMS Cafeteria
Wednesday, Jan 11 2:30 p.m. - 4:15 p.m. Bowen McCauley Dance Auditions 
Thursday, Jan 12 10:15 a.m. - 12:05 p.m. Comedy of Errors 
Thursday, Jan 12 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. Comedy of Errors 
Friday, Jan 13 1:00 p.m. - 2:15 p.m. Comedy of Errors 
Friday, Jan 13 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. Comedy of Errors 
Saturday, Jan 14 12:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. Bowie State (Scholars)
Monday, Jan 16 All Day Martin Luther King Day (No School) 
Tuesday, Jan 17 All Day ACCESS Testing (Globetrotters) 
Wednesday, Jan 18 All Day ACCESS Testing (Globetrotters) 
Wednesday, Jan 18 12:15 p.m. - 2:25 p.m. Science Fair
Wednesday, Jan 18 2:30 p.m. - 4:15 p.m. Bowen McCauley Dance
Thursday, Jan 19 All Day ACCESS Testing (Globetrotters) 
Thursday, Jan 19 5:30 p.m. - 5:45 p.m. Science Night
Thursday, Jan 19 3:15 p.m. Girls’ Basketball Game vs. Jefferson @ Kenmore
Friday, Jan 20 All Day Inauguration Day (No School) 
Monday, Jan 23 2:30 p.m. - 4:15 p.m. Talent Show Auditions 
Tuesday, Jan 24 9:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. National Museum of A. American History and Culture (Fliers) 
Tuesday, Jan 24 3:15 p.m. Girls Basketball Game @ Gunston
Tuesday, Jan 24 2:30 p.m. - 4:15 p.m. Talent Show Auditions 
Wednesday, Jan 25 All Day ACCESS Testing (140 Main Stream Students) 
Wednesday, Jan 25 9:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. National Museum of A. American History and Culture 
Wednesday, Jan 25 6:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. Honors Band Rehearsal 
Wednesday, Jan 25 2:30 p.m. - 4:15 p.m. Bown McCauley Dance
Thursday, Jan 26 All Day ACCESS Testing (140 Main Stream Students) 
Thursday, Jan 26 3:15 p.m. Wrestling @ Wiliiamsburg
Thursday, Jan 26 6:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. Girls’ Basketball vs. Williamsburg @ Kenmore
Friday, Jan 27 All Day ACCESS Testing (140 Main Stream Students) 
Friday, Jan 27 6:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. Honors Band Rehearsal 
Saturday, Jan 28 All Day Honors Band Rehearsal and Concert
Monday, Jan 30 9:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. National Museum of A. American History and Culture (Explorers) 
Tuesday, Jan 31 All Day Last day for transfer applications to a high school or high school program
Tuesday, Jan 31 All Day NAEP Testing (50 8th Graders) 
Tuesday, Jan 31 9:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. National Museum of A. American History and Culture (6th Grade) 
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Date Time Event
Thursday, Feb 2 3:15 p.m. Wrestling Match vs. Swanson @Kenmore
Friday, Feb 3 All Day Grade Preparation Day
Friday, Feb 3 All Day District 12 Honors Band 
Saturday, Feb 4 All Day District 12 Honors Band 
Thursday, Feb 9 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. Course Information Night
Friday, Feb 10 All Day Early Release
Friday, Feb 10 All Day MS District Choir (Herndon) 
Saturday, Feb 11 All Day MS District Choir (Herndon) 
Monday, Feb 13 2:30 p.m. - 4:15 p.m. Talent Show Rehearsals 
Tuesday, Feb 14 All Day Report Cards Go Hoome
Tuesday, Feb 14 2:30 p.m. - 4:15 p.m. Talent Show Rehearsals 
Tuesday, Feb 14 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. PTA Meeting - KMS Library
Wednesday, Feb 15 2:45 p.m. - 4:15 p.m. Talent Show
Wednesday, Feb 15 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. Talent Show
Thursday, Feb 16 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. Pre-Assessment Concert (Symphonic Band) - Washington-Lee High School, 1301 

N Stafford St, Arlington, VA 22201, USA 
Friday, Feb 17 All Day Strings Day (for 6th Grade) - Kenmore Middle School, 200 S Carlin Springs Rd, 

Arlington, VA 22204, United States 
Monday, Feb 20 All Day Presidents’ Day (No School) 
Friday, Feb 24 All Day Focus Open House 
Friday, Feb 24 All Day Coffee House
Saturday, Feb 25 10:00 a.m. - noon Hispanic Parent Meeting - Library 
Monday, Feb 27 2:30 p.m. - 4:15 p.m. Pre-Assessment Rehearsal Orchestra (6 th grades) 
Tuesday, Feb 28 2:30 p.m. - 4:15 p.m. Pre-Assessment Rehearsal (7th and 8th grade) - Kenmore Middle School, 200 S 

Carlin Springs Rd, Arlington, VA 22204, USA 
Friday, Mar 3 All Day Parent/Teacher Conferences 
Friday, Mar 3 All Day District XII MS Band Assessment (Symphonic Band) - Marshall High School, 

7731 Leesburg Pike, Falls Church, VA 22043, USA 
Saturday, Mar 4 All Day District XII MS Band Assessment (Symphonic Band) - Marshall High School, 

7731 Leesburg Pike, Falls Church, VA 22043, USA 



Page 23

December 2016 The Kenmore Cougar Vol. 16, No. 4

  Save the Date

Day Time Event
10 Jan 2017 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. PTA Meeting - KMS Cafeteria
14 Feb 2017 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. PTA Meeting - KMS Libary
14 Mar 2017 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. PTA Meeting - KMS Library
4 Apr 2017 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. PTA Meeting - KMS Library
9 May 2017 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. PTA Meeting - KMS Library
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