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Principally Speaking
David McBride, Principal

New PTA Board Elected
Fran Cloe, PTA President

June 16th – Dance at Kenmore at 6:30 p.m.
June 20th – Potomac Boat Trip 10:00 a.m. - 2:30 p .m.
June 22th – Promotion Ceremony 8:30 a.m. KMS Gym

President - Fran Cloe
kenmoreptapresident@gmail.com

Vice President – Colleen Coyne

Secretary – Veronika Folz

Treasurer – Tim Watson
timothymwatson@gmail.com

Teacher Liaison – Ed Bracken
ed.bracken@apsva.us

KENMORE PTA OFFICERS

Hello Kenmore!
My name is Fran Cloe and I am the new PTA President. Our new PTA Executive 

Board also includes Colleen Coyne (Vice President), Veronika Folz (Secretary), 
and Tim Watson (staying on as Treasurer). We are excited to get to work for our 
school community.

First, we send out a big “Thank You!” to the outgoing board of Nancy, Aquila, 
and Connie for their hard work and leadership over the past two years. We look 
forward to continuing to build on the foundation they have laid.

I would also like to thank all of you who have volunteered your time, money, 
and energy for Kenmore in any way. I know the PTA doesn’t function without a 
lot of dedicated volunteers, and we ask a lot of them. To the committee chairs, 
Continued on page 9

Kenmore - AFAC Can Food Drive

New High School Location
Colleen Coyne and Chandi Krohl

New High School
As a member of the community immediately surrounding Kenmore 

Middle School, I am writing to request your assistance in circulating a 
petition to the parents of KMS. As you probably know, APS is looking for 
a site for a new High School. There are three options being considered at 
the moment, one of which is the Kenmore/Carlin Springs campus. 

The proposal to site a 1300 seat high school between Kenmore Middle 
School and Carlin Springs Elementary would necessarily increase vehicu-
lar and pedestrian traffic on Carlin Springs Road. This additional siting 
would increase the number of students from the 2200 who currently at-
tend the three existing schools along a ½ mile stretch of S. Carlin Springs 
Road to approximately 3500. 

Carlin Springs Road is one of the County’s few north/south arterials 
and a major commuter thoroughfare. There is no reasonable alternative to 
Continued on page 9

The Fourth Quarter is moving with a quick pace as we 
make our preparations for a successful close to the 2016-
2017 School Year. 

First, on behalf of the Kenmore Faculty, let me say 
a big thank you to the Kenmore PTA, Hispanic Parent 
Group, and other Kenmore Fans who helped the school 
celebrate Teacher Appreciation Week. We had many 
expressions of gratitude-- from the PTA funded luncheon 
served by our parent auxiliary group of fabulous moms, 
to the “Sweet Bar” that was set up on Thursday, to the 
continental breakfast, spirit lanyards, and myriad of cards 
and emails that reflected the care and support the commu-
nity has for Kenmore. Thank you for your support of our 
school and your shared belief in the power of education 
to transform lives and create successful futures for our 
students.

We have had many activities in May, from the Music 
Department’s trip to Hershey Park, to the FACS field trip 
Continued on page 11

http://kenmoreptapresident@gmail.com 
http://stewbrew5@gmail.com 
http://csherman22@verizon.net 
http://timothymwatson@gmail.com  
http://timothymwatson@gmail.com  
http://ed.bracken@apsva.us
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Box Tops for Education
Helen Parkhurst, Math Teacher

2017-2018 School Supplies
Cinnamon Melchor, PTA School Supplies

The Kenmore PTA organizes and coordinates the efforts to get ready for next school year. Save yourself some 
driving around time in August and order school supplies to be waiting at your student’s desk on the first day of 
middle school by ordering online before June 5th. Use account number: 94031

Kenmore Store for classroom needs
Teachers have a first-hand view into what their students and classrooms need. Parents and guardians can help. 

Kenmore’s PTA is continuing what we started last school year -- taking the Kenmore Store online with some inspiration from Freecy-
cle and Craig’s List -- we’ve created a sign up genius to get these needs met. 
The idea is that teachers will post a need (SignUp Genius calls these “available slots”). If you see something that you can fulfill, sign 
up for it. You don’t have to account for every single item: Even four of 112 AAA batteries will be much appreciated.

Deliver the item to the front office labeled with Kenmore Store and the reference number you see in the offer. It will be something 
like (Weber #194). This way the item will get to the correct teacher. 
Head here, and make a kid’s day better. http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e094da9a72aa7f94-kenmore1

Thanks so much for your support of the Box Tops for Education 
program this year. Please continue to save the box tops over the 
summer and drop them by the school whenever you can. There is 
a collection box in the main office or you can put them in Helen 
Parkhurst’s teacher mailbox.

I would like to extend a special thank you to Ms. Bowen and her Life Skills 
students who cut, counted and bundled the box tops this year.  It was a great time 
saver for me and a wonderful experience for the Life Skills students to be involved 
in community service.

If you are unfamiliar with the program, please visit the Box Tops for Education 
website. You will find a complete list of the qualifying products as well as other 
helpful information about the program.

Thanks again so much for your continued support throughout the year. With stu-
dents needing to take summer school this summer, the Box Tops money provides a 
scholarship fund for students who cannot afford the expense of summer school.

Have a wonderful summer and keep saving those box tops!

http://david.mcbride@apsva.us
http://angie.close@apsva.us
http://christine.joy@apsva.us
http://louis.villafane@apsva.us
http://www.shopttkits.com/
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e094da9a72aa7f94-kenmore1
http://www.boxtops4education.com
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Pep Rally
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Wakefield Tradition of Hospitality
Megan Lordos

For parents of rising Wakefield 9th Graders
Wakefield has a tradition of welcoming all of its new fami-

lies through the Home Visit program.
Last summer our teachers were invited into the homes of 

more than 100 students for a short conversation about starting high 
school.

So, if you have an 8th grader headed to WHS and you receive a 
phone call this summer about scheduling a Home Visit, we encourage 
you to accept the opportunity. We’re excited to meet you!

Wakefield Home Visitors
Megan Lordos megan.lordos@apsva.us
Wakefield High School 

mailto:megan.lordos@apsva.us
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My 7th Grader and I watched the Netflix series “13 Reasons 
Why” after I received the email above from APS. My older boy, 
a W-L 10th Grader wouldn’t join us on the grounds he had way 
too much to do.

It is a commitment. It is long and there are some scenes that 
are very disturbing but I am really glad my younger son and I 
watched it and experienced it together.

I’ve since read every article on the subject because my parents 
insist on cutting out and sending them to me or forwarding 
interviews, youtube videos and emails sent to them on the topic. 
I’m also a soccer mom and part of a carpool and have been doing 
a little independent polling. From this it seems clear that it is 
mostly girls and not boys watching the series.

In my opinion the series didn’t glorify suicide. In fact, it 
seemed to go out of its way to show the thought process of a 
person in crisis and what leads them to believe suicide is their 
only option.

The 13 refers to the number of possibilities if people were 
kinder and more aware of another person’s suffering that may 
have altered the course of events in a young woman's life. The 
part that is contradictory is some of the 13 are not redeemable 
and individuals are limited by their own perspectives and circum-
stances, especially teenagers. That is not to say viewers of the 
series won’t be upset by what they see.

For a generation that went to High School before social media, 
what is vividly depicted in this series is how quickly and with 

13 Reasons Why-A Parent's Perspective
Rachelle Naab, Editor

APS staff has heard and many families may be aware from recent 
media reports about concerns that have been raised about the 
Netflix series, 13 Reasons Why 
Many youth, including APS students, are watching the Netflix 
series, which was adapted from a popular book of the same title 
by Jay Asher. The book and series follow a group of students as 
they piece together a story left behind by a classmate who died by 
suicide. While the story touches on important topics, the content 
is very graphic in nature. Critics have raised concerns that the 
series romanticizes or glamorizes suicide but gives no healthy 
alternative to kids struggling with emotional problems. 
Although we do not encourage viewing, we believe it is criti-
cal for our children and youth to process this information with 
a trusted adult if they have watched this series. For this reason, 
we encourage you to talk with your children about what they are 
watching, either at home or elsewhere in the company of their 
friends. 
APS resources related to suicide prevention are available through 
the In Crisis/Need Help Now button under “Quicklinks” on the 
APS main webpage. 
Finally, as always, we want to remind families that all of our APS 
school counselors, school psychologists and social workers are 
available whenever you have questions or concerns.

devastating consequences is the effect of captured images and 
text messages on the social life of students. It is the rumor mill to 
an exponent of 1,000. 

The series deals with other topics the way the ABC After 
School Specials did in the 70s which were considered shocking 
in their day; drinking, drinking and driving, drugs, sex, etc. On 
the whole, parents came off looking better than we usually do in 
these types of films with the exception of the meth mom and the 
rich absentee parents of the rapist; everyone was still married and 
attending meetings at the local school.

The bottom line is what it always is. You know your child best, 
if they are not subject to depressive thoughts and “Mean Girls” is 
just a funny movie then this series isn’t going to bother them. If 
watching this kind of conflict causes them distress and will make 
them feel anxious about making friends and moving on to High 
School then you should give it a miss.

Quote from 13 Reason Why

https://www.apsva.us/mental-health-services/in-crisis-need-help-now
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Focus News
Shauna Dyer, Kenmore Focus Coordinator

Since returning from Spring Break, the Fine Arts Department has been very busy. 
The Kenmore music department took its annual trip to Hershey Park on May 5th. The symphonic band, jazz band, orchestras and 

choruses came home with superior ratings. Each group also received comments from the adjudicators which the directors are using to 
inform and improve instruction. 

The spring concert series took place from May 10th through the 12th. Lots of great music for all to enjoy. 

KMS Concert and 
Symphonic Bands being 
assessed in Lebanon, PA
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On April 21st Kenmore hosted its annual Art and Jazz Show-
case. It was a fantastic night of art and music with the W-L and 
the Kenmore Jazz bands playing to a full house.

The event marked the premiere of the Times 
Square installation, envisioned by Principal Dave 
McBride and created by Kenmore ACT II visual arts 
students under the guidance of Jeff Wilson. Gifted 
resource teacher, Allie Weber helped students with 
some of the final stages of construction. No one 
will have difficulty finding the Black Box Theater at 
Kenmore. 

Thank you to all of the parents who supported the 
showcase through volunteering your time or attend-

ing. Through your efforts we were able to raise $3,500 to support 
the art and band programs.

The Showtime class took to the stage on April 27th and 28th 
with great music, dance and storytelling. Their performance of 
Once on this Island, Jr. was well received by audiences on Thurs-
day and Friday night. The 6th Grade was 
treated to a school performance. 

School may be nearing the end, but we 
have some great arts programming on the 
horizon. Mark your calendar. Kenmore 
will celebrate its annual Focus Fest on 
Friday, June 2nd at 6:00 p.m. Focus Fest 
is a free arts and technology festival for 
the entire community. There will be lots 
of hands-on activities and performances 
(string ensembles, dance, and vocalists) 
for all to enjoy. Our theme this year is 
“Make it Pop”. Come test your knowledge of pop music, design 
a book mark, make a Pop Art print, enjoy a performance, help 

obliterate a classroom with color, 
purchase a treasure that has been 
made from trash and more. Teachers 
and students will also be hi-lighting 
some of the arts-integrated lessons 
that have taken place throughout the 
year. The grand finale performance 
will feature our theater, band, choir 
and orchestra students. Come join in 
the fun. Food will be available for 
purchase in the cafeteria.

The Spring Dance recital, “Twist-
ed” will take place at 7:00 p.m. in 
the Kenmore auditorium on Friday, 
June 9th All of the students who are 
enrolled in dance/PE will be partici-
pating in this performance. Families 
and friends are encouraged to attend. 

On behalf of all the arts teachers at 
Kenmore, thank you for your support this year. We have enjoyed 
making art of all kinds this year with the many creative and tal-
ented students at Kenmore.

KMS Orchestra at Spring Concert
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Continued from page 1
New PTA Board Elected - Continued

Wednesday Moms, financial supporters, and the folks who never 
miss a Sign Up Genius request...thanks.  And if you are graduat-
ing out of Kenmore, best of luck at your new school.

The board and I are still putting together our goals and plans, 
but I know we will focus on building Kenmore Community and 
Kenmore Pride. Let’s celebrate our kids, our families, and our 
school. Go Cougars!

Have a great summer, everyone. Fran

KMS AFAC Can 
Food Drive

New High School Location - Continued
Continued from page 1

Carlin Springs Road for many people using this route. Adding 
students would add vehicular traffic in the form of school buses, 
and cars for students and staff. The increase in traffic and the 
increase in the number of students crossing Carlin Springs Road 
will increase the threat of accidents involving students.  
Additional vehicular traffic will have a stifling impact on traffic 
flow, especially during the morning rush hour, which is already 
heavily congested and slow-moving. This impacts parents of stu-
dents and residents of Glencarlyn, Arlington Forest, Bluemont, 
Arlington Mill, Forest Glen, Buckingham and adjacent neigh-
borhoods in the Carlin Springs Road area, as well as everyone 

commuting through those neighborhoods daily.  
The challenge of providing seats for a growing student popula-
tion in Arlington is significant. It is clear that APS finds it neces-
sary to build additional facilities to ensure that students continue 
to receive the excellent education for which Arlington is known. 
Doing so cost effectively while avoiding negative impacts on 
safety, transportation, open space and sports fields for Arlington’s 
active community is very difficult. The planning process by the 
County and the School Board to engage in more proactive plan-
ning is appreciated. But it appears that the effort to site the 1300 
high school seats is short circuiting the process.

We are circulating this petition to strongly oppose the expan-
sion of existing new school facilities at the Kenmore campus 
and anywhere along the Carlin Springs Road between Arlington 
Boulevard and Columbia Pike. 

Further, the petition will serve to urge members of the County 
Board and School Board to follow the processes defined in the 
Public Facility Siting Process which is referenced in the mis-
sion of the Joint Facilities Advisory Commission, especially as 
it relates to considering the impact on neighborhoods and the 
community as a whole.

Petition in Opposition to Siting High School Seats at the Ken-
more Location.

Colleen Coyne
Another important note to this is that the proposed new High 

School would be considered a neighborhood school and would 
not have the facilities to support extracurricular activities includ-
ing sports. Therefore, students at elementary schools closest to 
this proposed Kenmore location (Ashlawn, Barrett, Barcroft, 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfvXiSloTyxV-YzkAfJXRr6ZRkBeKKEMI3ulzNxRRHG94xiiw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfvXiSloTyxV-YzkAfJXRr6ZRkBeKKEMI3ulzNxRRHG94xiiw/viewform
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Teacher Appreciation Luncheon

Last Message
Nancy Birnbaum, Former PTA President

The teachers had a wonderful lunch provided by the PTA yesterday. They also enjoyed a sweets bar today thanks to your donations. 
We had a great PTA meeting on Tuesday night where Tannia Talento graciously provided info and answered questions about the 

new high school process, the new transfer policy, and computer safety in the schools. We also elected our new officers. Thank you for 
supporting the new PTA board. There are many committee chairs which are open for the coming year. Please contact Fran at this email 
address to volunteer to help. 

Thank you to the incoming board and Jill Buzby for the lovely flowers and gift cards. It was a wonderful surprise. I know the PTA 
is in good hands for the coming year.

The rest of the school year, we will be busy with a number of End-of-Year activities. As you may know, the PTA provides a substan-
tial amount of support for end of year 8th grade activities. The PTA pays for the buses for the 8th grade boat trip, organizes and funds 
the dinner dance, and provides refreshments for the 8th grade promotion. Thank you for supporting the PTA throughout the year so 
that we can provide these wonderful activities for our kids.

Thank you again for all your assistance and support over the past two years. I have enjoyed leading your PTA and know that I am 
leaving the organization to Fran's capable leadership.
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Carlin Springs) would likely be zoned to attend the new High 
School and would not be offered the full High School experience 
that our other three neighborhood High Schools offer students. In 
a recent survey conducted by APS, parents indicated that offering 
sports and extra curricular activities was one of the top require-
ments parents consider when evaluating High Schools - putting 
a High School at Kenmore that doesn’t offer a full suite of extra 
curricular activities ignores the very feedback APS asked us for 
earlier this year. Additionally, this new High School would have 
an economically diverse population considering three of the four 
likely elementary feeder schools are Title 1 - is it fair that those 
students not be afforded the same High School experience as 
their peers across the county?

Chandi Krohl

Announcement for Parents: Opportunity to learn more about ALL 
THREE sites for the 1300 new high school seats
APS will share the analysis that have been identified as options 
for the new 1,300 high school seats for the three options being 
considered.
The analysis, based on criteria developed by a variety of stake-
holders, will provide the community with side-by-side compari-
sons of each site. Stakeholders can view the analysis in-person or 
online. The analysis for all three sites will be available at each 
gallery walk and online so interested individuals only need to at-
tend one gallery walk to learn about all three sites OR just review 
the materials online.
In-Person:
• Thu, May 25, from 5-8 p.m Career Center – Commons 
Area (816 Walter Reed Drive)

APS - Forum on All Three Sites

Principally Speaking - Continued

to The Ritz Carlton. 
As you may recall, we concluded April’s Autism Awareness 

Month with a moving recognition of our Kenmore Unified Spe-
cial Olympics Basketball Team during a pep rally. In May, our 
special event is Prevention Week—which took place the week 
of May 15th. We have many resources coming to visit Kenmore 
to promote healthy lifestyles and positive decision-making. The 
purpose is to help students gear up for a successful summer and 
to learn about where to find help within the county if they are 
facing problems like stress and anxiety. An email was sent with a 
description of the event.

Special recognitions in May included 8th Grader Julianna 
Ramirez who was recognized by the School Board for her tutor-
ing efforts at Carlin Springs Elementary. Kenmore students were 
also recognized by the Civic Coalition for Minority Affairs for 
their high grades and focus on academic achievement. SCA 
President Marilyn “Mojo” Warren represented Kenmore at a 
school system focus group on the proposed addition of 1,300 
high school seats. Mojo did a great job expressing opinions and 
providing an analysis of the various options. Our music depart-
ment brought home many superior ratings from their efforts at 
Hershey Park. On Friday, May 12th, the whole school enjoyed an 
afternoon concert that featured all of our musical groups. 

We are looking forward to a successful 8th Grade Promotion 

Online:
• Starting Tue, May 16 on the New High School webpage 

Continued from page 1

KMS FACS at the 
Ritz Carlton

https://www.apsva.us/events/new-high-school-site-gallery-walk-2/
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Phillipine Visit

Hershey Park
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on the very last day of school, Thursday, June 22nd starting at 
8:30 a.m. in the Kenmore Gymnasium. Seating is first come, first 
served, and we will have many seats since this event will be held 
in the gym again this year due large class that we are promot-
ing. The promoted class of 2017, which is the high school class 
of 2021, have distinguished themselves in their regard for each 
other, and I have no doubt they will be successful in high school. 
We will miss them. They have been great.

We are reminding students to be good to each other, and to 
remain focused all the way through for the remainder of the year. 
We have achieved much as a school this year, but we are a work 
in progress. The foundation that a strong and balanced middle 
school experience provides will help students achieve continued 
success in school and in life beyond the classroom. 

I would also like to say thank you to outgoing PTA Officers 
Nancy Birmbaum, Connie Sherman, and Aquila Stewart for their 
efforts. At the last PTA meeting Nancy was recognized for her 
leadership as PTA President. As you may recall, Nancy was also 
recognized by the School Board as an Honored Citizen. We also 
had a number of Kenmore PTA Alums who were recognized as 
Honored Citizens at the high school level. Thank you to Nancy, 
Connie, and Aquila for the hard work in supporting our school 
and raising the funds that affect all of our students.

SOL Testing begins the week of May 15th and I am confident 
our top flight staff have prepared our students to do well on these 
state assessments. Extra classes, after-school tutoring, EXCEL 
groups, and lunch bunches have been going on throughout the 
year to get our students ready to face the challenge of these ex-
ams. We set the bar high, and if we achieve scores of 80 or above 
in all tested areas we will get the school a Pop Party—to go with 
our Focus Fest Pop Art Theme. One intrepid student shouted out 
that we should get everybody Popeye’s fried chicken when we 
hit the mark. I like the idea and am searching for a deal on 1,000 
chicken legs. 

Finally, I’d like to thank Ms. Elizabeth Walsh for all of her 
efforts as the substitute assistant principal for the 6th Grade. She 
did a great job filling in for Ms. Joy. Ms. Walsh was already a 
Kenmore Fan, but she grew in her regard for our students and 
staff, and for that and for her work on the A-Team 2.1 I am very 
grateful. We will welcome back Ms. Joy upon her return to Ken-
more on Monday, May 15th.

Thank you for entrusting your most precious resource—your 
children—with us. Have a great May and hope to see you at Fo-
cus Fest or other events in June! The best is yet to come!

David McBride
Principal 
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Once Upon an Island
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6th Grade News 
Robbie Kiziroglou, American Studies Teacher

Unit 6
This month, 6th Graders learned about the structure and powers of the local and state governments. 

Students went on a scavenger hunt and researched the Arlington County Government. The scavenger 
hunt gave students a chance to explore the Arlington County website and learn more about the vari-
ous departments of our local government.

Unit 7
Students learned about the early US Presidents by conducting research and generating their own 

questions about one president. Students also engaged in activities in different stations to apply their 
knowledge.

Unit 8
In Unit 8, students are learning about Westward Expansion. To preview the unit, students watched 

excerpts of an award-winning documentary featuring a group of 24 teenagers who reenacted a jour-
ney along Oregon Trail. Students then observed images and analyzed maps of Westward Expansion 
and made predictions about key events of the time period. Students are currently exploring the events 
of the Trail of Tears and the Gold Rush.

We look forward to an excellent finish to the school year. There will be one more PAT in our next 
unit, Civic Action Leads to Reform. We will conclude the year with a unit on the Civil War.



Page 17

May 2017 The Kenmore Cougar Vol. 16, No. 9

7th Grade News
Lilo Stephens, Explorer Social Studies Teacher

Social Studies
At Kenmore, we make economics exciting. In April, 

Kenmore 7th Graders had the opportunity to participate in 
a simulation called “Reality Store”. The simulation—led 
by the Virginia Cooperative Extension of Virginia Tech and 
Virginia State University—challenges students to make 
prudent financial decisions when given total control over 

their own finances. After participating, many students understand more clearly about the kind of 
choices and consequences that adult family members make on a monthly basis. 

Since Spring Break, we have learned a lot about business and economics. Students learned about 
how small businesses can grow into big businesses. Our classes used primary and secondary source 
material to learn about the Gilded Era businesses run by Carnegie, Rockefeller, and Vanderbilt. After 
collecting their facts, students composed evidence-driven paragraphs to explain the tactics of these 
business leaders or judge them for their decisions. 

After the SOLs, our students will begin the planning of their own small businesses that 
they will operate during our June Market Day simulation. Until then, they continue to earn 
wages and bonuses as income in class, while being sure that they can still pay their rent & 
taxes. Lots more real-life economic education to come! Stay tuned.
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National Latin Exam results are in. In early 
March, 20 Latin I and II students took the 
National Latin Exam, which is taken by thou-
sands of students around the country.

This year 8th Grader Conor Edwards 
earned a silver medal and a maxima cum 

laude certificate, meaning ‘with the greatest praise’. 
Congratulations to everyone who participated and well done!

National Latin Exam Results
Liz Egbert, Latin Teacher

2017-18 PTA Reflections Contest 
Kate Kerr, PTA Reflections Chair

The theme for the 2017-2018 PTA Refelc-
tions Contest is Within Reach. 

The national PTA Reflections program is 
an opportunity for any student, of any abili-
ty, to create and submit theme-based artwork 
in the categories of dance choreography, film 
production, literature, music composition, 

photography or visual arts. Artwork is judged and scored, and 1st 
place winners from each category at the school level will advance 
to the county level, from where their entries could move up to the 
district, state and even the national level of the contest.

Artwork can be created at home or at school, but each entry 
must be the creative work of one student and there 
are specific rules for each category. Some informa-
tion about the contest can be found under the PTA 
tab on the Kenmore home page.  This informa-
tion, including a link to the 2017-18 rules and 
entry form, will be updated in the coming weeks.

A collection box for all Kenmore entries will 
be placed in the Kenmore library in September. Interest-

ed students may work on an entry over the summer. This is also 
a gift of opportunity for enriching conversation and reflection 
within our families. Entries are not due until mid-October (exact 
deadline TBD). Student names should not show on the front of 
their entries.

If any parent would like to join me as a Reflections Co-chair, 
I would love to work with you.  Also, please let me know if you 
would like to take over as PTA Reflections Chair for this com-
ing year or the 2018-19 year.  It is an enjoyable way to volunteer 
some service to Kenmore, and I will still be at Kenmore for two 
more years and very happy to help.

Please email me at kerrx3@verizon.net.

Students of the Month
Israel Salas, HILT Resource Counselor

Team Last Name First Name
Visionaries Ermovick Ryan
Innovators Messman Reid
Trailblazers Van Lare Jay
Explorers Rahman Md. Nabil
Fliers Drewer Ava
Galaxy Christensen Regan
Comets Trejos-Hernandez Kevin
Stars Puttock Lauren
Producers Lopez-Juarez Alexander
Encore Torres Rose
Globetrotters Hernandez Sayra
Legends Hernandez Callejas Diego

Thank you
Sharon Solorzano, 6th Grade Social Studies

Please thank the parents for me - I have been fortunate to be 
the recipient of many generous gifts via the Kenmore Store, from 
Constitutional Convention attire to tissues.

Author Talk - 
Guest Author 
Jake Halpern
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WITHIN REACH
2017-2018 
NATIONAL PTA REFLECTIONS®

DEADLINE FOR ENTRIES: 

FOR DETAILS, CONTACT: 

Learn more and get involved! PTA.ORG/REFLECTIONS

Entries from 
   all grades and all 
abilities welcome.
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Make this an unforgettable year for your family! 
Dear Community Member:
Academic Year in America (AYA) invites you to host an international student in the upcoming 2017-18 aca-
demic year. When you host an international exchange student, you give and receive incredible rewards. 
	You give an international student the chance to fulfill his or her dream of experiencing the American 

way of life.
	You give your family the opportunity to share their traditions while learning and appreciating a different 

culture. 
	You give your community the chance to make new lines of communication with a member of our global 

community—dismantling stereotypes and building international understanding.
	Most of all, you build friendships, beautiful memories, and family bonds with a young person that lasts 

a lifetime.
What is the purpose of the AYA exchange program:  Dynamic  AYA students, ages 15-18, join the pro-
gram to study at a local high school, and discover the U.S. in a family setting.

What must host families provide?: Host families provide an open heart, a shared or private room, 
meals, transportation, and most importantly a place in their daily life. Students cover personal expenses, 
while AYA manages high school enrollment, and monitoring.

How long is the hosting period?: You have the option to host for 4-8 weeks, a semester or a full aca-
demic year. 

Who are the host families?: Host families vary in make-up and structure. Young families, empty-nesters, 
retired couples, single parents, couples with or without children or individuals at 25 years of age or older 
find the experience rewarding.

Where are AYA international exchange students from?: AYA students are largely from across Europe 
and Asia. Approved host families work with an AYA coordinator to find the student who would fit well with 
their family.

How to get started? Contact Laura Njanga, AYA Coordinator, at laura13aya@gmail.com  

or 202-431-0461.  I will work with you to answer any questions, discuss the application process, and find 
the best match for your family. 

Sincerely Laura Njanga

AYA Coordinator

Laura Njanga, AYA Local Coordinator, is responsible for promoting AYA international exchanges. She 
is an active member of the United Methodist Church, and has been committed to international educa-
tion, development and exchange throughout her career and life journey in mission.

Based in the Washington DC area, Laura is committed to spreading the word on the benefits of host-
ing international students locally and nationally. Having grown up in a household with international 
exchange students from Japan, Sweden, Germany, and the Dominican Republic, she can speak first-
hand on the positive impact of cultural exchange on a family, especially in current times. 

mailto:laura13aya@gmail.com
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  Kenmore Calendar

Date Time Event
Friday, May 26 8:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. Math 7 SOL (6th Graders)
Friday, May 26 8:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. Math 6 SOL
Saturday, May 27 10:00 a.m. - noon Hispanic Parent Meeting - Library 
Monday, May 29 All Day Memorial Day
Tuesday, May 30 8:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. Math 8 SOL (7th graders) 
Tuesday, May 30 8:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. Math 7 SOL (7th Graders) 
Wednesday, May 31 8:30 a.m. - 8:45 a.m. Math SOL (Globetrotters) 
Wednesday, May 31 8:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. Math 8 SOL (8th Graders) 
Thursday, June 1 8:30 a.m. - 8:45 a.m. Geometry SOL (8th Grade) 
Thursday, June 1 8:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. Algebra SOL (8th Grade) 
Friday, June 2 All Day SOL Make-ups
Friday, June 2 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m FocusFest
Monday, June 5 All Day Expedited SOL Retakes 
Tuesday, June 6 All Day Expedited SOL Retakes 
Wednesday, June 7 All Day Expedited SOL Retakes 
Thursday, June 8 All Day Expedited SOL Retakes (Algebra, Geometry, W. Geo) 
Friday, June 9 All Day Expedited SOL Retakes (Algebra, Geometry, W. Geo) 
Friday, June 9 1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. Dance Recital Assembly 
Friday, June 9 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. Dance Recital
Monday, June 12 All Day Read-a-thon
Tuesday, June 13 All Day Read-a-thon
Tuesday, June 13 8:30 a.m. - 9:25 a.m. Comets Assembly
Tuesday, June 13 9:40 a.m. - 10:36 a.m. Galaxy Assembly
Tuesday, June 13 11:25 a.m. - 12:20 p.m. Stars Assembly
Wednesday, June 14 All Day Read-a-thon
Thursday, June 15 All Day Read-a-thon
Thursday, June 15 8:30 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. Kings Dominion (Check-in Students) 
Friday, June 16 All Day Read-a-thon
Friday, June 16 6:30 p.m. - 6:45 p.m. 8th Grade Dinner Dance 
Monday, June 19 All Day Market Day (7th Grade)
Tuesday, June 20 All Day Activity Day
Thursday, June 22 All Day Last Day of School (Early Release)
Thursday, June 22 8:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. 8th Grade Promotion
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